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PREFACE. 



It has long been apprehended, that the time 
of the Gospel mission would only be of two 
thousand years* continuance ; and under the 
probability of that opinion being well-founded, 
ought we not to consider that we are in the last 
century of that period ? More prophecies, there- 
fore, cannot be expected ; but there are many 
as yet unexplored; and Daniel, in his concluding 
chapter, speaking apparently of the last times, 
says, ^^ Knowledge shall be increased ;^^ this we 
must suppose means divine knowledge. And as 
the end approaches, and we stand in need of 
more strength in our faith, may not human 
creatures be allowed a more ready perception of 
the wrapt meaning of Scripture than heretofore ? 



VI 



At least this is an encouragement to peruse 
the Scriptures; and as the Jews are still a 
standing miracle, increasing developments, and 
more obvious Ailfilments concerning them, may, 
towards the end of the world, be the method by 
which the Deity will make his power evident to 
all nations; and the identity of his holy spirit 
in prophecy, clear to the readers of Scripture, 
who will then see that it is not an unknown 
God, but the very God of Jacob, whom they 
worship. 

In the twenty-fourth chapter of Matthew, third 
verse, we are told that " the disciples came pri- 
vately to Jesus, saying. Tell us what shall be 
the sign of thy coming, and of the eijid of the 
world ?'' 

The answer is given at some length, with an 
account of many changes and calamities that 
must first take place ; and at the fourteenth 
verse, which, as succession of time is generally 
signified by order of pl^ce, we must conclude 
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relates events that would be subsequent to those 
described in the preceding verses — ^at the four- 
teenth verse, then, the following information is 
given by our Lord, as the latter part of the 
answer : 

^^ And this Gospel of the kingdom shall be 
preached in all the world for a witness unto all 
nations, and then shall the end comiK^ 

And, by the general dissemination of the 
Scriptures, is not this Gospel of the kingdom 
now spreading into all lands ? which new move- 
ment ought, perhaps, to remind us of that 
budding tree, by which, the same chapter tells us, 
we may judge when the summer draweth nigh : 

Verse 32. " Now learn a parable of the fig- 
tree: when his branch is yet tender and putteth 
forth leaves, ye know that summer is nigh. 

33. ^^ So likewise ye, when ye shall see all 
these things, know that it is near, even at the 
doors." 

After this incitement to read the Scriptures, 
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the chief object of the following pages will be 
an endeavour to discriminate between that which 
is literally given^ and that which is prophetically 
meant ; and for this important reason, that when 
a literal passage is not apprehended to be such, 
it is immediately laid aside among the parables 
and prophecies; and we thereby lose the in- 
formation intended for us. 

J. P. 



BRIEF OBSERVATIONS, 
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MAN MADE IN THE IMAGE OF GOD. 

It is evident, in the Book of Genesis, that ^ 
Deity chooses to afford us a gpreat degree of know- 
ledge concerning his power, the beginning of this 
earth, and the creation of man. And from our 
knowledge of the goodness of Grod towards man — 
I say knowledge, because we certainly have derived 
it from those results of good which always folloipr 
our obedience to his laws, delivered in Scripture— 
from our knowledge then of the merciful considera- 
tion of God, for those who receive his laws, is it 
not reasonable to believe that the information vouch- 
safed is ;meant and calculated as much for the bulk 
of mankind as for the learned few ? and we do see, 
that the generality of readers keep to the perspi- 
cuous parts, while the learned consider the more 

B 



ia£»ri9iati«i ; may they not therefore reasonably be 
underatood in the literal sense^ anil rendered ao 
cording to the.pUda terms in wbick thetranMctknl 
is related, faowevar little it may agnee with the pre* 
conceived opinionB oi diyioes ? for there is a far 
greater diegiee of deference due t» the aptparent 
meaning of the divine word, than to earthly leamingi 
Beside whkh,. tibere is- a resort open to us- iit the 
elucidations of the New Testament^ whiqh,. tike our 
Saviour lumsdf» came but to fulfil and> explain* 

Taking, therefore, that inspired volume foe wn 
only guide and expository kt.us at pvesent veatun 
to make trialiof the one direct, path, of litend inter- 
pretation, to see whether,, sa the case of these, twio 
first chapters of Genesb, it wiH not ^V^lead us 
to a conclusion more consonant to the appavent 
meaning of the Mosaic account o£ ^ecreataonof 
man, than that which anpposes tiiat Adam was: not 
made after God*s likeness,, ia his; own image; but 
that it waft Adamfa: mind,. and his degree of holioessv 
that was like unto God, The New Tlestament is 
so- explicit upon the: subject of the spintual^ tbe 
celtestial, and tiie giorifiedi bodies in. hesfien^. tbit 
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I sball here introduce, as prefatory to the -first 
chapter of Genesis^ the following elucidation of 
that part of the 15th chapter of the first Epistle to 
the Corinthians^ relating to that subject. 

Verse 35. ** But some man will say. How are 
thedead raised up? and with what body do they 
come? 

36. ^ Thou fool ! that which thou sowest is not 
tjuickened, except it die. 

37* *^ And that which thou sowest, thou sowest 
not that body that shall be, but bare grain, it may 
chance of wheat, or of some other grain. 

38. << But God giveth it a body as it hath pleased 
htm, and to «yery seed his own body« 

^ << All £esh is not the same flesh : but there 
18 one land of flesh of men, another flesh of beasts, 
another of fishes, and another of birds. 
' 40. ** There are also celestial bodies, and 
bodies terrestrial : but the glort of the celestial is 
one, and the glory of the terrestrial is another. 

41. << There is one glory of the sun, and another 
glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars : 
for one star di£fereth from anotilier star in glory.*^ 
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The above^ according to commoxi apprdiemion^ 
relates, that there really are celestial bodies in 
heaven, and with dt^eren^ degrees of glory ; the 
highest degree of supereminence may therefore 
be among them. 

And at the following verse it is again repeated, 
with apparent solicitude^ that there i& a natural and 
also a spiritual body. 

Verse 44. ** It is sown a natural body, it is raised 
a spiritual body. There is a natural body, and 

THERE IS A SiPIRITUAL BODY." 

Bang thus informed, how can we pretend to say, 
that the Deity has not a spiritual and celestial body? 
His person is particularly mentioned by St. Paul, 
in Hebrews, chap. i. 

Verse 1. ** God, who at sundry times and in 
divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers 
by the prophets, 

2. ** Hath in these last days spoken unto us by 
his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, by 
whom also he made the world ; 

3. ** Who being the brightness of his glory, and 
the express image of his person, and upholding 
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aH things bj the word of his power, when he had 
lyy himself purged our stns, «at down on the right 
hand of the Majesty on high ; 

4. ** Being made so much better than the ang^, 
as he hath by inheritance obtained a more excellent 
name than they.'* 

Here our Saviour's degree of glory is descrip- 
tively and familiarly shown to be superior to that of 
tiie angels, who are at the same time mentioned as 
of the community of heaven. 

In all the missions which angels have performed 
upon earth, they are, according to Scripture men- 
tion, represented as in the human form, nor has 
there ever been any intimation that th^ were of any 
other form. When our Saviour aiscended from this 
earth to return to heaven and sit on the right hand 
of God, it was in the form of man ; and we are 
told that in like manner he will return again. It is 
our Saviour likewise that says, ** If thine eye offend 
lliee, pluck it out ; it is better for thee to enter 
into the kingdom of God with one eye, than having 
two eyes to be cast into hell :" from which we may 
infer, that those of the resurrection who are^ iiccord- 



ing to what he says in St. Luke, worthy to enter iute 
heaven^ will do so in their human fona. But St* 
Paul's information leaves ub without hesitation to 
conclude that in hearen there are alesiial bodws^ 
%oith different degrees of ghry: and from that 
statement it is natural to suppose that there m a 
fuperior among them. 

6enesis> chap. i. verse ^6, ** And God said. Let 
us make man in our image> after our likeness. 

87* ** So God created man in his own imi^e> 
in die image of God crated he him." 

An image of likeness is a corporeal Ksemblanoe 
of fiome one that can be seen ; but to the human eye 
a mind or spirit is imperceptible, «md an omnipotent 
mind is beyond our compreheusfioa ; it «eems, there^ 
fore, that from humility alone, we should be in* 
clined rather to suppose, from the above verses, that 
we were made after God*s celestial fonn, than after 
tiie manner of his holy and omnipotent mind. An 
image made after the likeness of any human creature 
has only an ontline, aind superficial resemblance ; it 
has no pretensions to life, inward mechanism, of 
sameness of substance ; it is merely a partial and 
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unfinished copy. Seeing) then* in how maay in- 
stances an image (the given emblem) falls short of 
the living person it represents, does it not follow that 
oar terrestrial fonn. may also, in many instances, 
differ from the great celestial prototype in question? 
Sut the beginning only of this verse showed us 
th^t we had an image-like resemblance to God^ while 
the latter part proceeds with the additional infor- 
mation, tliat male and female created he them* And 
that it is progressive and additional information 
concerning the formation of man, may be inferred, if 
it is not confirmed, by our Saviour's mention, Luke 
XX. that << in heaven they neither marry nor are given 
in marriage, but are like unto the angels; neither 
can they die any more.' ' Thus we are shown that the 
spiritual body cannot die, therefore in heaven there is 
no want of successors ; but in the flesh they die, and 
different sexes were necessary for the replenishment 
of the new earth ; we are therefore, secondly, informed 
that male and female created he them; and, thirdly, 
the account of man's creation is completed in the 
next chapter at the 7th verse, where it is shown bow 
life and soul were imparted to the terrestrial image : 
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<« And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the 
ground^ and breathed into his>io8triU the breath of 
lifey and he became a living souL" The image^ 
obserye, was previousfy made, that is» the likeness to 
God ; but in the gift of the living soul there is no 
mention made of any resemblance to Grod. The 
summary 9 therefore^ of the information, if taken ac- 
cording to the succession of the three passages in 
which the creation of man is related, may surely he 
. apprehended, to run thus : — *' God made man in his 
own image, but male and f^ale created he them, 
. and gave unto them a living soul : " for such sum- 
.mary in no way departs from the probable meaning 
of the relation ; on. the contrary, it completes a tenor 
of information which is in unison with reason, and 
the elucidations of the New Testament. 

In the garden of Eden, Adam knew not good 
and evil, and his allotted occupation was to dress 
the garden and be obedient to God's commands. 
This subject and terrestrial state did not require 
a mind like that of the Deity. And if Eve had 
possessed such a mind, the serpent could not hav^ 
succeeded by imposition, nor would he have prof* 
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fered tlie temptation he did, which Was, that by 

tasting the finiit of ^ tree of knowledge the 

would become wiser, and that they should be like 

GodSk And in respect to knowledge, they wei^ 

advanced beyond what God had intended they 

should be^ but in res^^t to forn^, there is no in- 

^mation thiit they were ^ver altered* But still 

'ftifther in Sortptut«it is again )>epealed> that man 

Was made in the image of God; imd the freqtieiit 

^repetitions to establish that fact, must incline tfs 

to tlnnk that the futnre genemtions would not ha^ 

-been so carefully instructed, concei<mng the like^ 

-ness of Adam's form to God, if they were not m- 

•lieritors t^ the same distin<^tion. 



TfU SEED OF THE WOMAN AND TUB lS£El> OFTHS SERPENT 

CONTEMPORARY ON EARTH. 



Iw uddition to the infornmtion given to as coii- 
ceming ihe formation of this earth> tiod the t:reation 
of man, it appears that the Deity also chooses tb 
afford us an insight into some circumstances wluch 
will affect the nrhole couise of our lives. And, 
fitsty we find that we have an adversary ^ho, by 
extreme subtlety, prevailed upon the newly-created 
pair to disobey God*s great command ; and, ap-^ 
parently, from that dereliction, the evil spirit gained 
some particular advantage, probably the power of 
participating in the new world, as the earth is cursed 
immediately after ; and we find that he is to be-our 
enemy and tempter to the end of our days ; not<* 
withstanding which, we attribute the chief of our 
transgressions to original sin, about which we say a 
great deal more than Scripture does. Yet, when 
Scripture informs us that Satan's seed will be upon 
the eartih, we take little comparative notice of it. 
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The promulgatioiiy nererthdess, is from the moatb 
of the D&tj himflelf : and though, seeminglyy the 
•object ceases, and no further mention or prototype 
Q^ the course of Satan's seed upon earth has been 
arowedly traced in Scripture, it does not follow 
that there is none latent there : for when we considor 
the great corruption of the Jewish people, the 
martyrs of Jesus, the prevalence of the Mahometan 
rdigion, and the extreme darkness of the Pagan 
nations— are we not ready of ourselves to exclaim^ 
this is not like the perfect works of God | this dis- 
crepance must be from the intervention of Satan ? 
And as God has shown that he is not averse to our 
understanding the scheme of human movements, 
no doubt but the traces of these are afforded in the 
instructions of our sacred volume. 

Although subordinate,' we are allowed to see all 
through Scripture that Satan has great power and 
license to act in this world : his station was once 
high, and our Saviour styles him a piince, John 
»v, 30, ** For the prince of this world cometh, 
and hath nothing in me." He is also frequently 
mentioned as having a kingdom ; and in Matthew, 
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chap. iv. Satan oilers the sovereignty of this world 
to our Saviour, provided he will worship him. And 
after the brief view just taken of the dark shades 
upon the face of this earth, can we do otherwise 
than allow the probability that Satan has a sove- 
reignty in this world? Indeed we are frequently 
told so in Scripture ; but our doubts as to whether 
we are to take a scriptural notice in the literal, or in 
a figurative sense, often leaves us in uncertainty. 
Yet our Saviour plainly tells us, that hh kingdom 
is not of this world ; and the daily prayer he teaches 
us, is to solicit for that kingdom of God which is 
to come. 

By collecting the passages where Satan or the 
Devil is mentioned, it may be observed, that he fell 
from heaven with all his company; that God cast 
him down from thence for the punishment of his 
pride ; that, by his envy and malice, sin, death, and 
all other evils came into the world ; that, by the 
permission of God, he exercises a sort of government 
in the world over his subordinates— over apostate 
angels like himself ; that God makes use of him to 
prove good men, and to chastise bad ones; that 
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his power aad malice are restrained within certain 
limits^ and coatrolled hy the will of God; in a 
wordy that be k an enemy to God and man» and 
uses his utnokost endeavours to rob God of his glory ». 
and men of their souls. 

This malig^nant desire lo rob God of hia glory «. 
and men of their integrity, is strongly exemplified, 
in: the Book of Job^ whose history affords, ua a most 
encouraging instance of loyal resistance while under 
the pressure of sorrow^ pain, and poverty, and at 
the same time shows what human nature wa3 capable^ 
of after the fall, which wa» effected by subllety 
only. 



THIRP CHAPTK^ OF GSNJQSIS. 

Tbb syoxbol given us m this chapteri whereby W9* 
may aU though the, Scriptures trace the pawer of 
SataP} is the serpent. A serpent can cast its skin* 
1^ serpent can fascinate to destroy, and emits deadly 
poison from its mquth; the aymboU therefore^ i% 
of a very comprehensive nature^:; and to this being; 
it is denounced at the I5th verse : *^ And I will putf 
enmity between thee and the woman». and between^ 
thy seed and her seed ; it shall bruise thy head^ and 
lliou shalt bruise bis heel»" 

M^tmeen, thy seed <mii h^r seed* Here are tujuK 
Aeeds sp^&cally mentioned by the D«ity himself 
at the commencement of the Sqriptur^ accounl) 
vouchsafed to us conqermng the process to be carried 
on in the world after the curse of the earth* The 
woman's seed, weknow^ is corporeal ; and the other 
seedy being put upon a footing with the woman's 
need, must be the same. The wisest and the beat of 
our commentators have received this communication 
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as one of the most momentous that we have ; yet no 
further attention has been paid to the literality and 
•cope of ity than by the admission that Satan and 
his agents have power to tempt the heart to evil. 
The power to influence the heart is an invisible 
power; but according to the word of God, in tiiis 
commnnicationy these two seeds can bruise each 
other. The incarnation of a spirit di£Perent from 
onr own, cannot be a matter of difficult appre^ 
hension to a Christian^ whose Saviour took upon 
himself our flesh ; thesame may therefore be effected 
for inferior spiiits, as the tares sprang up in the 
fMuter^s field among the wheat ; and if the prophecy 
'^ is by human interpretation confined to a single seed 
of the woman (that is, our Saviour), still there must 
be the incarnation of a Satanic or serpent's seed, to 
bruise his heel, or the prophecy could not literally 
be fulfilled : yet our Saviour goes near to establish 
the belief of such an incarnation, when he says, 
John, chap. vi. 70, << Jesus answered them. Have 
not I chosen you twelve, and one of you is a devil ? " 
But the wonderful spread of religions upon earth 
that are other inimical to, or heedless of the re- 
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vealed God of Israel, indicates a larger proportion of 
Satan's seed ; and the tares which sprung up pro-* 
miscuously among the wheat in the master^s field 
are positively interpreted by our Saviour as the 
children of Satan^ introduced by his cunning into 
the world* But we have so long been familiar with 
this chapter of St. Matthew, without looking upon 
any part of it as literal, that it may at first be diffi- 
cult to view it in a new light; yet it should seem 
that our Lord's own pkun explanation, granted to 
the request of his disciples, should be decisive as to 
its real import. 

Matthew, chap. xiii. 24. ** Another parable. put 
he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of heaven 
is likened unto a man which sowed good seed in 
his field : • 

25. ** But while men slept, his enemy came and 
sowed tares among tbe wheat, and went his way. 

26. ** But when the blade was sprung up, and 
brought forth fruit, then appeared the tares also. 

27* *^ So the servants of the householder came 
and said unto him. Sir, didst not thou sow good 
seed in thy field ? from whence then hath it tares ? 

c 
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28. ^* He said unto them. Ah enemy hath done 
this. The servants said unto him. Wilt thou then 
that we go and gather them up ? 

29. << But he said. Nay ; lest while ye gather up 
the tares, ye root up also the wheat with them. 

30. << Let both grow together until the harvest : 
and in the time of harvest I will say to the reapers)^ 
Gather ye together first the tares, and bind them in 
bundles to burn them : but gather the wheat into 
my bam. ' 

36. << Then Jesus scnit the multitude away^ and 
went into the house : and his disci^^es came unto - 
him, saying, Diedare Unto us the parable of the 
tares of the field." [Explanation granted.] 

37. ** He answered and said unto them^ He that 
soweth the good seed is the Son of man : 

38. << The field is the world : the good seed are 
the children of the kingdom ; but the tares are the 
Children of the wicked one : 

39. (< The enemy that sowed them is the devil : 
the harvest is the end of the ^orld ; and the reapers 
are the angels* 

40. <« As therefore the tares are gathered and 
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burned in the fire ; so shall it be in the end of this 
woiid, 

41. ** The Son of man shall send forth his angels» 
and they shall gather out of ius kingdom all things 
that offend, and them which do iniquity.'* 

Two different sorts of people have been specifically 
mentioned : first, in the parable ; and, secondly, in 
the explanation. And tihe passage showing that, 
at the end of the world, the angels shall be sent ibrth 
to gather out of Christ's kingdom all things that 
offend, and than which do iniquity, must be 
idlusive to more than one class of defaulters; and 
may point at such as are ofiensive in their station 
upon earth, being uncalled: and such as being 
ealledf hare nevertheless done iniquity. 

But our first business, after having read this 
chapter, and the answer given by our Lord to the 
inquiries made concerning the meaning of it» is to 
decide, in our own minds, whether that answer, so 
plain in its words, was a literal explanation by our 
Lord ; or whether the parable, after the explanation 
granted, $tiU remained a PAftABLE. 

In the character of a common, but much interested 

c 2 
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reader, I see no method by which I can fairly escape 
apprehending the answer as a literal interpretation^ 
and explaiiation ; for except the question whether 
different classes are meant, by things that offend^ 
and them which do iniquity, there seems nothing 
left either for our inferences, doubts, or inter- 
pretations, it being itself an interpretation granted 
to the disciples. When tiiey followed our Lord to 
intreat it of him, he answered and said unto them^ 
<< He that soweth the good seed is the Son of man ; 
the field is /Ae world; the good seed are the chiU 
dren of the kingdom'** (that is, 'indubitably, the 
pre-eminent kingdom of God ; and, of course, the 
children so called are esteemed the children of God) : 
<< hut the tares are the children of, the wicked one : 
the enemy that sowed them is the deyil ; /Ae 
harvest is the end of the world; and the reapers 
are the angelsj** Can words be more explicit, if 
apprehended in the literal sense ? Likewise the 
angels finally gathering out of the kingdom all 
things that o£Pend, answers to another declaration 
of our Saviour, which seems to belong to thia 
subject. 
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Matthew, chap. xv. 13. ^< But he answered and 
said. Every plant which my heavenly Father hath 
not planted shall be rooted up.'* That is, at the end, 
when two shall be in the field, the one shall betaken 
and the other left : two women shall be grinding at 
the mill, one shall be taken, the other left. 

Jude, when warning people of those who would 
corrupt the faith once delivered to the saints, adds 
(as if in corroboration of the tares bdng sown by 
an enemy while men slept), verse 4. ** For there 
are certain men crept in unawares, who were before 
of old ordained to their condemnation" (or pro- 
scribed.) And after the cursing of the earth, was 
not Satan's seed proscribed and sentenced to be at 
enmity with the woman's seed ? and as to reality are 
the^^not put upon a footing with the woman's seed, 
and apparently are to contemporate with them in a 
state of warfare ? and the confirming evidence of, the 
New Testament gives us this encouragement, that, 
during the enmity and warfare, ** greater is he that 
is for us than he that is against us." And St. Paul 
seems to sanction all the evidence that can be brought 
upon this subject, when he says, « We Vnow that 
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the whole creation groaneth^ and travaileth in ^in 
together until now.'* 

And although we may conceive that during this 
long travail and warfare, some greater cause than 
that of our individual trials is carrying on in the 
process, yet are we sufficiently given to understand, 
that when we accept the terms of the Gospd, and' 
become the faithful soldiers of Christ, we are under 
his redeeming banners, at the same time working 
out our own salvation. 

According to Bishop Horsley, all through tlie 
Psalms there is discoverable the plaintive strains of 
a divine personage supplicating God to relieve his 
suffering church or community of subjects during 
their warfare with persecuting, insidious, and power- 
ful enemies, led on by a strong adversary who 4s to 
be overcome at last; and whose adherents (or seed) 
^re, by the Bishop, recognised and pointed out in 
his translation of the Psalms, under the designations 
of the atheistical, the apostate, and the irreligi* 
ous factions. And the early corruption of the Jews, 
the chosen people of God, even while under the 
guidance of his especially appointed servants, gives 
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assurance either of the immediate power of Sfilan 
over their hearts, or of the intermixture of his ' 
agents among them. 

The symbol given us at the first, whereby we might 
all through the Scriptures trace the power of Satap, 
was the serpent ; and if his seed are to be corpomlly 
upon earth, it is to be expected in the merciful scheme 
of information, that when they are adverted to, they 
also will be characteristically mentioned, that is, ac- 
cording to the symbol given of him. And in the New 
Testament we find John the Baptist thus addr^sing 
eome of the corrupt sects of the Jews, who came to 
bis baptism : Matthew, chap* iii, 7, ** O genera^ 
tion of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from 
the wrath to come?" And in chap, xxiii. our 
Saviour, contrary to his usually mild diction, after 
prefacing eight verses with << Woe unto you. Scribes 
and Pharisees, htpocritps," adds, at the d3d 
Terse, ** Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, 
-how can ye escape the damnation of hell ?*' And 
there are other parts of the New- Testament which 
■show that our Lord considered the people he con- 
versed with, as of the particular race of Sataiu 
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In respect to the ounity of Satan's seed, we shall 
find that the haters of God are so frequently, and 
80 emphatically, mentioned all through the Scrip- 
tures, as leaves room to- think that more decided 
haters of God are oftai alluded to, than those who 
b7 dereliction and error have been estranged from 
him. 

It is made apparent in the Book of Job, that 
there were people in those days who cursed God in 
their hearts; and Job (chap. i. 5) being in fear that 
his sons might have so acted, rose early in the 
morning, and offered burnt offerings according to 
the number of them all ; for Job said, *^ It may be 
that my sons have sinned, and cursed God in their 
hearts; thus did Job continually:'* and in the 
second chapter. Job's wife desires liim to curse God 
and die. This incidentally shows that there was in 
those days an active spirit of enmity to God, in 
some classes of the people, and which could not be 
from sheer ignorance, because Job, the most emi- 
nent personage in that country, set them a perfectly 
good example. Apparently it must have arisen 
from original hatred of God, and at the same time 
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1 the diabolical power so prominent in 

uf the two first chapters; for of what 

I Id it have been to any one to curse God, 

lere was another power acknowledged, to 

lose who could be prevailed on to renounce 

light, in their desperation, resort? Aud this 

.■ have been the temptation held out to Job, 

■ Twardsalluded to by our Lord, Luke, chap. 

*'And I say nuto you, make to yourselves 

U of the mammon of unrighteousness, that 

II ye fail, they may receive you into everlasting 

lUtions." And against this power, and the cursera 

God, part of the second commandment seems 

-■iled : " I am ajealovs God, and visit the sins of 

- fathers upon the children, unto the third and 

^tirth generation of them that hate mt, and show 

CTcy unto thousands in them that love me and 

[1 my commandments." 
But our regular pursuit must be to ascertain 
. the early chapters of Genesis whether any 
Tther declamtioiis or intimations in them, show 
^ continua^g^^^l lubject of the two seeds, so 
I the prosecution of it: for 



her declam tioiis ni 
ntinu^l^^^l 

V 
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although venturing upon this inquiry^ I am fear-i 
fully aware of the great care there ought to be ia 
formiug any conclusions during the course of it, 
beyond what Scripture itself fairly lekds the way 
to; andy according to the context* appears syste« 
9iatically to support, from the first chapters of 
Genesis to the latest books of the New Testament, 
in which the called and the uncalled people, the 
elect and the fum^lect, the children of the spirit 
and the children of the Jleshy are so distinctly and 
specifically mentioned. The livii^ after the spirit 
and the living after the flesh, is a mode of contrast 
frequently made use of in Sciipture for the purpose 
of conveying moral instruction ; but the being bom 
of the spirit, and the being bom of ihe flesh, must 
mean a real difference of origin, that is, as certain 
a difference as there is between a grain of wheat and 
a tare. 

In chap. xvii. of Revelations, which appears to 
describe the conflicts of the last times^ there is 
jrnention, at the 8th verse, of those whose names 
were not written in the book 0/ life from the foun^ 
dation of the world. And, at the 14th verse of the 
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same chapter, thare is further moition of a factioo 
who will make war toith the Lamb ; andc the Lamb 
shall overcome them^ for he is Lord of lords, and 
King of kings, and they that are with him are 
cailedf and chosen, and faithful. 

And what two descriptions of people so likely to 
be pourtrayed by Ihe above verses, as the children 
of Satan^s kingdom, opposed in enmity to the 
servants of God ; or, as will be shown, the children of 
Crod's kingdom, descending from Adam and Eve*' 

The passages from the New Testament may seem 
premature in this early stage of the inquiry. But it 
may be usefiil to produce from some of the prophe- 
cies, which rdate to the last periods of the world, 
proofe that they notice a race of men distinct from the 
servants of God ; for although the passages adduced "^ 
in this preliminary part of our inquiry, may not 
afford such strong evidence as those occurring in the 
gradual development will, they, nevertheless, may 
enable' the hesitating reader to perceive, that we are 
not setting out in this exploring expedition without 
a prospect in view. That we may reach it, step 
by step, it will be necessary to return to the first 



28 

chapter of Grenesisy where we find, at the 27th and 
28tii versesy that Adam and Eve were, upon their 
creation, blessed, and ordained to be fruitful and 
multiply, and replenish the earth. Eve, therefore^ 
was subject to child-birth before the curse of the 
earth; but she did not conceive till after it. Ob- 
serve, now, the words of the sentence passed upon 
her, which it would seem must have imposed some 
alteration in her state, or there would be no penalty- 
inflicted by it. Now her sorrow proves tliat the 
sentence did contain an infliction. The first words 
of it are, ** I will greatly multiply thy sorrow." 
Unto the woman he said, ** I will greatly multiply 
thy sorrow and thy conception : in sorrow thou shalt 
bring forth children: and thy desire shall be to thy 
husband, and he shall rule over thee." 

Eve was the first transgressor ; and it was to be 
expected that her sentence would be severe^ and 
pregnant with alteration and future woe, according 
to the curse of the earth, whose altered state was 
now to bring forth thorns and thistles ; and, con- 
sonant to this. Eve was doomed to great sorrow, and 
a multiplied conception, while her attachment was 
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to be to her husband, who would rule over her. 
But wherefore her great sorrow, and wherein lies 
her punishment, if we are to make no furtlier inter* 
pretation from the denunciation so solemnly passed 
upon her ? To child-birth she was subject at 
her creation; nor can we suppose that the multi- 
plied conception related to an increiise of numbers, 
because the replenishment of the earth had been also 
previously ordained. But have we not here intima- 
tions of what mingled subjects can be produced, by 
the multiplied conception, in the master's \fieldf 
for these cannot be vague words in the mouth of 
the Ddty while passing sentence. Nevertheless, 
we have hitherto considered the whole of £ve*s 
doom, and sorrow, to have been fiilfilled by the 
pains of child-birth. But the New Testament 
elaborately shows a much gpneater cause for sorrow, 
in the event of bringing forth had seedy or children 
of the fleshy as well as children of the spirit, and 
by the same husband. 

Romans, chap. is. verse 6. ** Not as though the 
word of God hath taken none effect. For they are 
not all Israel which are of Israd : 
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7. ** Nddiery because they are the ^eed of Abra- 
ham, are they all children : but, in Isaac shall thy 
seed be called. 

8. ** That is, they which are the children of the 
flesh, these are not the children of God : but the 
children of the promise are counted for the seed.r 

9* ** For this is the word of promise. At this time 
will I come, and Sarah shall have a son* 

10. << And not only tins : but when Rebecca also 
had conceived by one, even by our Either Isaac ; 

11. ^* (For the children being not yet bom^ 
neither having done any good or evil, that the 
purpose of God, according to election, might stand, 
not of works, but of him that calleth ;) 

12. (< It was aaid unto her. The elder shall serve 
ilie younger: 

IS. ^ As it is written, Jacob have I loved, but 
Esau have I hated. 

14. *^ What shall we say then > Is there un« 
righteousness with God ? God forbid. 

15. ** For he saith to Moses, I will have mercy 
on whom I will have mercy, and I will have oom« 
passion on whom I will have compassion. 
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16. <^ So theu it is not of him that willeth, nor of 
him that runneth, but of God that showeth mercy* 

17* ^* For the Scripture saitli unto Pharaoh, Even 
for this same purpose have I raised thee up> that I 
might show my power in thee, and that my name 
might be declared throughout the earth. 

18* ** Therefore hath he mercy on whom he will 
have mercy, and whom he will he hardeneth. 

19* ^* Thou wilt say unto me. Why doth he yet 
find fault ? for who hath resisted his will ? 

20* ** Nay but, O man, who art thou that repliest 
against €rod ? Shall the thing formed say to him 
that formed it. Why hast thou made me thus ? 

21. << Hath not the potter power over the clay^ 
of the same lump to make one vessd unto honour^ 
and another unto dishonour ? 

29. << What if God, willing to show his wrath» 
and to make his power known, endured with much 
long-suffering the vessds of wmth fitted to de* 
struction. 

23. ** And that he might make known the riches 
of lus glory on the vessels of mercy, which he had 
afore prepared unto glory. 
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24. << Even us, whom he liath called, not of the 
Jews only, but also of the Gentiles ? 

25. *^ As he saith also in Osee, I will call them 
my people, which were not my people; and her 
beloved, which was not beloved." 

No earthly crime was imputed to Esau in the 
Old Testament, which leaves us to the conclusion 
that it was his original nature that was offensive to 
God« He is, indeed, called the profane Esau, in 
Hebrews, chap. xii. l6 ; but his irreverence to God 
was the result of his original pro&nity; and liis 
posterity, under the deeply branded name of Edom, 
are said, by Malachi, to be a people against whom 
the Lord hath indignation for ewer; which con- 
firms that his origin was bad. But the further proofs 
of that must be deferred till his own particular 
lustory comes under discussion ; it only bang men- 
tioned here, to sliow that the New Testament proves 
that two seeds, as different as those of wheat and 
tares, may be produced by the same Soother and 
m6ther« 

After the doom of the multiplied conception, the 
two first children of Eve were of natures so different. 
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that, witliottt any allied fault, Crod would not 
accept the offering of Cain, while, at the same time, 
he was favourable to that of Abel ; upon which 
Cain, in pure eumity^ slew him« And that Abel 
was true, good seed, and the intended seed of the 
woman, is proved by the 25th verse of the 4th 
<:hapter$- where Eve, upon the birth of Seth, ex- 
trlaims, ** God hath appointed me another seed 
instead of Abel, whom Cain slew.*' 

This is direct information; and does it not show 
that Cain and Abel were insomuch different seeds, 
'that when righteims Abel was slain, another seed 
was necessary to supply his place, while Cain, from 
every inference that can be drawn, was bad seed? 
*H.e was unacceptable to God from the first; he was 
a murderer from enmity ; he was banished from the 
presence of the Lord, and eiccluded from Adam's 
genealogy. He also goes forth from the land where 
his parents dwelt, and enters a strange land, where 
he fears to be slain; but having a mark set upon 
him, as it were, to preserve him from the horrors of 
his brother's fate, he settles in that land; and 
building a city, called after his son Enoch, beconies 
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the head of 9 perfectly di#tinqt line f>f ^eopl^y ^}¥^^ 
genealogy, CQmmenqi^g,5it|i himself^ is giyie^ i|i 
this chapter. ... 

Th)iSf it. ai^peans, that i^re ^ye. great reaspn tp 
8^pf>ol^ 1^hs|t^rpm,;thf b<eginping ^pf the worldTr- 
^ut afj^ef the cprae of the. |Bai^l^,j^ t^e ,d^nHf)- 
ciati^ of ^e pdultiplied CQfjceptt^nx^bqth f)^ ^n^i 
^opd ^^.hay^ been bon^ uppi^ the efirtb,.and.fr.9ppi 
the same ^wo pareotSb. 

The form an4 qircmnstaji^ce : of Cain'a being 
ofnitted in Adaip'f g^^ogy^ is so;f|^r conq^us^y^ 
agidnst him as gpod seedy that I. ^au^ot l^t prp^ 
dace it here for coi\»iderat^];i|. 

Cfaap.rV. 1. " Thi» is ^. ^QQjt^.<^.:Uie: gen^ 
rations cjf Adapi. In tHe.^^^y^ ll^t pod cr^at^ 
manj in ^e^likeivess pf pod m^e.hft ^li^; 
, 2. « Male, ^u4. ^m^^ 9^^^. he. fteipa; a^d 
blessed t?^m,v ??|^^^^^ %^^ «aw^ Adapa, \a ^e 
day, whpn ^hey were (iri^tedi. V 

3. "And Adam Uv«d an l^w^dr^ ^4 tWily 
years, ajfid ,^egat, at 8o^ i^ l^ , oiRfn . liljieness,. after 
his image; an4 called l^spl^l^e Sfth/^^^ 

Cain> affinily, congeinisai^y of jaoiindy andlil^eT 
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nc^ in his 4eed8 te Sati^n, is thus iharked in the 

New Testament : 1 John, chap. iii. 12. ** Not as 

Cain,, who was of that wielded on€^ and sl^ his 

brother.'' . .. 

And our Saviour^ when addks^ng those Jews who 

sought his life, says^ John, ^hap. tiii^ 44. •* Yk are 

of ymt father ihe detiU tttidthe lusts of your 

father y^ %ill do ; lie wit^ a mtitderer firom the h^ 

ginning.'' Again^ iii Jtide, Cakh is thuft alluded to : 

ver^eJl. ''Woe unto th^/for thc^ hate gotie id 

the Wajf 6f Cwti ■" 

All further tnentiibn of ihe serp^Fss^ tteenri 
•I • • • 

to ceiBse from the third <;ha{>t^; IfUHh ^e Very 

fiext tfier^ succeed^ tUs temafkable histofry of Cairi 

kikd AbeU which (ei:6ept for theif btibg entiiipl^ 

6f godd aiid huA seed) i^ttii ot so lit^e 66aai^ 

^ttebde to fhe general scheme, tliat the iijfie^bii 

has heea asked, v^hf it Wad- eVer idtrbduc^d 

hiit> the concise syistem of ScriptuVelnstofy? Atid 

ttsues to be, withodt l^ftVti% afiy fM>si^ty/ ai^ 

Cain is omitted in Adam's geneal<^; he also iii 

Vi^shed fr6kn: the priesebce of the Lord, and goes 

forth from ms p^nfo into another land; while fhe 

D2 
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production of good teed again tabes place in the 
person of Seth. 

< It tkerdfore does seem a matter of snrpnse, that 
Cain and AbeU two persons of such little relaliYe 
consequence, should have been made so prominent 
at. the commencement of this otherwise concise 
outline of heavenly communicalion, if ndth^r of 
them were lo he of any particular account in it. 
But can the peculiar narrative of Cain and Abel 
\}e .merely an episode in the work of the Deity ? is 
it not rather (according to the method and latitude 
inrhich the language of Scripture assumes) an ob- 
scured or varied link of the 49ame chain of narration 
which first announced the course of Satan's seed 
upon earth ? a course so important to our own, as 
to cause a perpetual warfare, which renders it pro- 
bable that we are to have further information con- 
cerning it; and would not such information follow 
with r^ularity and consistency in the next chapter 
(the fourth) where Cain's birth^ history, and accursed 
state are revealed ? ; 

The ancient Eastern writers, both Jews and 
Arabians, affirm, from tradition^ that Seth and his 
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fiiinily kept strictly apurt' from Cain and his &mily ^ 
and the beforeM:it^'8tignMUof the'NeW Testament' 
confinn such traditions by the decided condeknha-^ 
tory opinions expressed respecting Caiii' by the in- - 
spired writers of that volume; 

Verse 17. <^ And unto Adam Be said^ Because 
ihoii hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and* 
hast eaten of Ihe tree of which I comndanded thee»' 
saying. Thou shalt not eat of it; cursed is the 
ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it 
all the days of thy life," 

Thb curse of the earth as a punishment, and the 
doom of Adam to sorrow for all^ the days of his 
life, must incline us to look forward with appre- 
hension for the particular consequences which are 
to produce such lasting sorrow, both to Adam and 
his wife ; for the briars and the thistles are men- 
tioned only in a subsequent verse, and appear but 
a slight addition to the great malediction, which, 
sEiccording to the wrapt methods of Scripture, was 
in all probability pregnant with greater woe than 
the growth of briars could occasion. Toil end 
sweat of the brow would be the natural conse- 
quence of their prevalence; but sorrow is from the 
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hear^ ^q4 the bjtj^rest 9pecie» i^f ilt i« nndeirfe^ 
yrheQ 4egmdj»ticp 4n4 pi^lim^^ t^iIih; 

ta^ry gf^lli^. fAfNn anji ^gvi^ te^ :Vp?jiii.9pW posr^ 

pure seed alone» and ^fipord a i^lepd^rftbj[^ |(>ft)ie^ 
bappy--^but Qour accuiBe4sir^n4 t^e^ denuBiciation 

it : and we shall amt tha^ such a race did-succe^^i 
a»' fi^eijL the , earth ydih v^ence, [aii4> by Q)ix^ng> 
ivitj^the goad seed^ caused t^ delvge. But whfiher^ 
the great prevalence of sintand.^oJeiice arose iw>m. 
^n influx of Satan*s , seedi or from, his ppwer-^to 
corrupt^ the he^rt, still it w^ brought on' b j ti^e fali^ 
of our first parents; and; a^ithey lived man^rcen^^ 
tuiies to behold the woe of it, we need not seek any^ 
£sirther for the ful^lment of their doom, to sorrow^ 
for all the remaining d^ysof^ their lives. ^ Yet thei]|^ 
is evqry r^spn to conclude^ that their hearts, pon^ 
tinue4 loyal to their Creator, vsii. that they, wer^^ 
peqit^nt; for it .appears, that 4l^y brought theii? 
children^ , Up in the hs^btt of makii;^ sacrifioe»' '^n^K^ 

th^Lord*; nor did- they,, UHe<C«Ji\^> toalffe any fesr^* 
cious answer to God. • ^ j i ;. 

Adam hin^lf had been tatight of the lioid^ and 



lived afW the. birth of Setli eight hundred yeM^, 
to confihn tfaeiiutrttctioii^ to the g^d i^edi Mid 
in that Uiie we find Eiiodi> who wttlked with G<>d 
threehinidrediyattVi luad th&i WW trftiiislatedt' finally'^ 
before the flbbd wv vmieet,' iff «he«ii6i6^h6al6gieiil 
li|ie>'>Noah^' adjust nlaii, p^nfeot in^hi^ gisn^rfitibiM,^ 
anda pr^aoherof righteoiisiffiss* 

ThUg, taking tiie eai4y chitpibn oif Giteesis in 
the literal sense, the common reader tnnst p^eeive' 
that the line of Cain was evil {' but Uiat'in the truef 
lineef Adam and Beth, loyalty to God, aild a right 
apptdi^isipn of his will, was the guidance of thd£. 
lives. 

In the third chapter of Luke, Adam is called 
the son of God; and in Exodtrsr chap. iv. the 
children 6f Israel, who were peifect ih their genera- 
tions from Noah to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob) are 
Ih the a^regatecalled my son; verse^S. « And thou 
i^lt say unto Fhara6h, Thus saith the Lord, Israel 
is my son, even my fit^t-bom.'' 
; Isaiah, chap. xl. verse 11. ** Thus saith the 
Lord, the holy One of Israel, Ask me of things to 
coode concerning my sons, and concerning the work 
of my hands, command ye me.'' 



, In Job the sonn of God are vaeidentaUy men-^ 
tioDed; also in several other parts of the Old Tes-^ 
tament. . And when, in the long subsequent eluci*. 
datious of the New Testanlent, we ane informed thai- 
there are people in the world hwm of the JLesh^ and! 
other people hqm of the 9piriU the latter,, we mi^ 
fairly infer, are of ' that species which in the Old Tes- 
tament are called the sons of God. But that term 
also occurs ia the' New Testament; Romans, chap.-, 
viii^ 19. ** For the earnest expectation of the crea-i 
ture waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of 
Gody And in many other passages the term ^0113 
of God appears. 

But Cain, who was stained by the blood of the 
first murder,, cursed froin the earth, bani^ed from 
the presence of the Lord, and omitted in Adam*& 
genealogy, we never can suppose was allowed that 
title, or that his descendants would be eligible to 
bear it. Cain was wroth with God, and we never 
hear of his penitence afterwards. It was, therefore,, 
to be expected that there would spring from him, 
in the land of his banishment^ an untaught and re- 
bellious race of men, who would hate God^ and who 
would either receive some line of demarcation, or 
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some doAomiiiationt that would, though not too 
obviously, distinguish them from the acknowledged 
Sims of God : and Cain being, as we must appre- 
hend from the regular series of information con- 
cerning him, bom of the flesh instead of the spirit^ 
and therefore inferior in his collateral line, and par- 
taking more of the nature of man than of God, it 
follows naturally that his descendants, in pro- 
cess of time, would be appropriately termed the 
sons of men^ in contradistinction to the sons of 
God. 

Verse 26. ** And to Seth, to him also there was 
bom a son; and he called his name Enos: then 
began men to call upon the name of the Lord ; " or, 
as it is noted in the margin of some Bibles, << began 
to call themselres by the name of the Lord." Others 
translate it, <* Then men began to be called by the 
name of the Lord ;" and others, « That then men 
profaned in calling upon the name of the Lord." 
The Hebrew word is ambiguous, signifying either 
to begin, or to profane. But none of these signi- 
fications can make the thing alleged applicable 
to Adam's immediate family ; for this calling upon 
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the munc of ihe Lord is recorded at> MOKthiiig 
new, juid aa taking, place in ai certain parfy ig^^f* 
the birth of Euoa ; and Adam» who was instructed 
of theLord* and brought up hifr children to sacri-^ 
$ce' unto hial» and frdm whom descended the 
nghteious line of N<>ahy most assuredly alwafj^ had 
qdiled UpiiMi the name of - the Lord. Neither Adam 
nor Seth was eVer babished from haa presence^ and 
they were avowedly termed his «on^ ,*. who > then» 
could those .men be that did not begin either.to call 
upon the name of the Lord, or to be called b^ his 
name, till after the birth of £nos ? Need it be added , 
that Cain'a race only coi^ld be those men; and 
that if no penitence or sM:onement preceded their 
calling themselves by the name of t^ Lord» that 
that act was in them paoFANS* Thus iti every 
way in which the above ^th verse can be translated^i- 
it is excliifiiydy applicable to Cain's lineage, and 
not at all to Adam's line* 

And in continiiation of the chain of evidence, 
which appears to^ have extended through the fore- 
going dhapters, therewill be found in the next (the 
sixth) a stnuige or an estranged race of people. 
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emphaiicallff termed the children of men ; while there 
isy at the same time, another line of people, as em- 
phatically and as exclusively termed the Mons^ or the 
children, of God; and Adam's line, we liave seen, are 
alw9y«.9How!94r tl^ litle when tl^yreppiaiit perfect in 
tb^g<e«erAtipi»4^ K(W^ th§y could.^oifiiEj ii^p^epf 
Ml th(^rg^»^ii|l4«in^,Tit j^aj be useful to'show^ - 

I» tfajit; pr^fe^*0 to^.that chapter^ Np^. i^ j^&^ 
tioned as perfe^:^ i|i his generationSi whieh ilidica^^ 
that tb^r^ ifas a^ itikia tipnf, a UabUity tp coatami- 
nation in.th^ir .geoeitLlaons by improper alliances; 
and the daughters of the^trange ntftt in the next 
chapter i|i» m^ explicitly fua^d peremptoiily de- 
clared f^;be imprx)|per mates for th(e sons of Go4: 
hence it be^pjopies evident, t^t- the, offspring of one 
of the sonSiof; Qod' qilli^ to.pne pf th^. daughters 
4>f mum, ccmn^.be esteem^ perfect in his^ gene<> 
ratioost 



SIXTH CHAPTER OF GENESIS. 

1. << And it came to pass, when mkn began to 
multiply [observe it is mcHf not the sans of Crodf 
which are here spoken of, as the next verse proves 
beyond all controversy] on the &ce of the earth, 
and daughters were bom unto them, 

2. «< That the sons of God saw the daughters of 
MEN9 that they were &ir ; and they took them wives 
of all which they chose.'' 

If the terms employed in the above verses are to 
be looked upon as figurative, we must allow that 
they are figurative of we know not what; but if the 
language is allowed to be literal, and to mean what 
it saySf then are we undeniably informed of two 
separate and different sorts of people, the one ac- 
ceptable to God, and the other offensive in their 
natures ; but having coalesced, they are collectively 
termed man in the following verse. 

Verse 3. «* And the Lord said. My spirit shall 
not always strive with num, for that he also is 
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flesh; yet his days shall be an huudred and twenty 
years.*' 

Do not the remarkable words, far that he also is 
flesh, concur with the supposition that alien and 
unwelcome spirits had become participators in the 
flesh ; and what power but that doived from the 
denunciation of tiie multiplied conception could 
enable bad seed to become incarnate in the master's 
field, the world ? And nothing can be more evident 
than that the people called men in this chapter are 
considered as tmnUeai to God, and a race with 
whom his spirit stiives ; but that cannot rationally 
be supposed of Adam's, or of Seth's selected line, 
which is traced down in righteousness to Noah. 

These «trange people are well-favoured, and no 
doubt acute; as in the distinct genealogical line 
of Cain we first find « the father of all such as 
handle the harp and organ," also the^< instructor 
of every artificer in brass and iron;'* and the New 
Testament informs us, that ** the children of this 
world," that is, the children of the flesh, << are 
in their generations wiser tiian the children of 
light." The matter of this chapter cannot be vagae 
information, as the alleged transgression is followed 
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iron mixed with miry clay, they shall mingle them- 
selves with the seed of men : but they shall not 
cleave one to another, even as iron is not mixed 
l¥ith clay." 

The above is a clear corroboration of the infor^ 
matiion g^ven in the sixth chapter of Grenesis conr 
cerning two distinct sorts of people, and evid^itly 
without design, by a prophet long subsequent to 
Moses. It is prefaced, at the 28th verse, by the 
declaration, that ** There is a God in heaven that 
revealeth secrets, and maketh known to the king 
Nebuchadnezzar what shall be in the latter 

DAYS." 

This shows to what a late period the men^ em- 
phatically so called, remain upon the earth. And 
in the Revelations they are several times mentioned, 
being there also emphatically termed men» 

As a common reader, I cannot but apprehend 
the 4dd verse of Daniel (chap, ii.) as a literal ex« 
planation of that foregoing part of the prophecy 
which relates to two different sorts of people upon 
earth. The sixth chapter of Genesis clearly de- 
scribed a race of men who were positively adverse 
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to God, and striving against him ; also a corrupted 
world, although the sons of God were evidently 
intermixed in it. And as we are apparently allowed 
to scan all the information that is avowedly given 
to us, may we not, without presumption, conjecture 
that our Creator and Preserver, having purged the 
eartli from ita extreme corruption, by the flood, 
would not again permit of such a preponderance of 
evil as brought it on ; but that the Satanic race, 
which was still to contemporate with the posterity 
of Adam and Eve, would be more restricted : and 
we find, that of the three sons of Noah, who were 
to replenish the earth, two of them were, according 
to his paternal blessing and prophecy, to be within 
the pale and ordinance of the blessed God of Shem ; 
while Ham, the third son, remains unnoticed by his 
lather ; and there rises up in his family a youth 
who, bearing a name somewhat similar to that of 
Com (Canaan), like Cain also goes forth into the 
new world, under a curse : Cursed Jbe Canaan. 

Is there not reason to pause upon these recorded 
events, and to consider whether the origin of this 
youth may not be the cause of the malediction ? 

B 
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for all commentators have found it a subject of 
unrequited inquiry, why Noah should curse Ca- 
nton for the foult of his father. Also it becomes 
a question, why Canaan alone should receive the 
curse»' when he had three brothers apparently 
under the same circumstances as himself? for 
certainly h^ does appear to be abruptly, mys- 
teriously, and exclusively marked by it* Never- 
theless, as we proceed to further times described in 
Scripture, and corroborated by profane liistory, 
we shall find, that although his brothers were not 
marked by a curse, yet that the descendants of 
Cush, in Nimrod and the Babylonians, and those 
of Misraim, in the Egyptians, prove to be nations 
and people of a spirit and religion totally diffenng 
from, and to this day inimical to, that ordained of 
God to take its course in the two elder brothers, 
Shem and Japhet, who are evidently favoured of 
God. And why the brothers of Canaan, so as to 
include Ham's whole prqgeny, should be excluded 
fVom that favour, and continue without the pale 
of the blessed God of Shem, remains to be ac- 
counted for. 



61 

« 

Genesis^ chap. ix. 18. << And the sons of Noah, 
that went forth of the ark» were Shem, and Ham, 
and Japhet : and Ham is the &ther of Canaan.*' ^ 

The <22d verse also begins with the same nolt* 
JicatioH : « And Ham^ the father of, Canaan,** Thus 
Ham appears to be more noted, upon account of 
being Canaan's father, than on his own account* 
None of the sons of'^Japhet or Shem are m^itioned 
in such a remarkable manner ; and as it occurs in 
two separate places, there must be some particular 
cause for it. Noah himself is carefully mentioned 
at the ninth verse of the sixth chapter, as perfect in 
his generations; that is, as we must suppose from 
the whole tenor of the chapter, unmixed by his 
forefiithers with those reprobate daughters of men 
described therein. 

But had his sons kept perfect from that sctciety 
of the old world from which they weire so recently 
separated? - Ham is shown to have been devoid of 
all respect to his father ; he, therefore, had little to 
deter ^m from falling into the antediluvian trans- 
gression, of taking a wife in the forbidden line. And 
when we find Canaan cursed, we know not why, 

E8 
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the thought will occur> that he might be imperfect 
in hiB .geiiention, or that Noah was coiiscious of 
some evil ia his origin ; for Noah having been de. 
dbred Sijusi man, and favoured by an intercourse 
with Gody we must conclude knew, that when he 
cursed C^anaan, he did what was fitting to be done; 
and that there was some cause which rendered 
Canaan and his descendants dhworthy to mix upon 
terms of equality with the desc^idants of Japhet 
and Shem, in the line of which latter our Saviour 
was to come — Blessed be the Lord God of Shenu 
And if for these reasons the probability of Canaan*s 
bad descent is admitted, the case of his brothers 
must be the same; and although apparently not 
quite so obnoxious as himself, such a descent 
would account for the drcumstance of their pos- 
terity remaining so constantly beyond the pale 
of dther the Jewish or the Christian religion, as 
the people of Babylonia and the Egyptians have 
done. 

Verse 34. ** And Noah awoke from his wine, 
and knew what his younger son [Ham] had done 
«nto him. 
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* 25. ** And he said, Cursed be Canaan : a servant 
of servants shall he be unto his brethren. 

26. «< And he said. Blessed be thfe Lord God 
of Shem ; and Canaan shall be his servant. 

27. f< God shall enlarge Japhet, add he shall, 
dwell in the tents of Shem; and' Canaan «hall b^ 
his servant.'* 

The obvious fulfilment of this prophecy is one; 
of the standing miracles. 

When Ham j oumeyed to his settlement in Egypt* 
it is natural to suppose that Canaan followed his 
course towards that country, till he reached the well- 
known land to which he gave his name (Canaan) ; 
but his descendants in that country were ever con-* 
sidered as obnoxious to God, by those who kn^w 
his will ; and as far as the genealogies are pre- 
served in Genesis, none of the true race of Abra- 
ham were ever permitted to intermarry in the line 
of Canaan* 

Abraham (Genesis xxiv. 3.) says to his servant^ 
^ And I will make thee swear by the Lord, the God 
of heaven, and the God of the earth, that thou shalt. 
not take a wife unto my son of the daughters of 
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the Canaaoitesy among whom I dwelL** << And Re- 
bekah said to Isaac, I am weary of my life, be- 
cause of the daughters of Heth. If Jacob take a 
wife of the daughters of Heth, such as these which, 
are of the daughters of the land» what good shall 
my life do me?** This solemn determination of 
Abraham, and the abhorrence expressed by Re» 
bekah i^nst her son's marryin|a^ in that line, looks 
very like the disapprobation shown to those matches 
which took place, as mentioned in the sixth chapter, 
between the sons of God and the daughters of men, 
and the disapprobation, it must be remembered, 
was from Grod bimself. And we further find, in 
St. Matthew, chap. xv. that when a Canaanitish 
woman made supplication to our Saviour, he passed 
her by in silencCf till her continued cries called 
forth this answer : << It is not meet to take the 
children's bread, and cast it to the dogs.** Which 
showed the estimation in which the Canaanite was 
held by him. Nevertlieless, by the evincement of 
faith and worship, the woman was finally listened 
to, and obtained the object of her prayer; and 
mercy shown to one so far beyond the pale of 
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eiectiouy gives hope to all sorts and conditions of 
men* Many parts both of the Old and New Tes- 
tament confirm this hope, in direct terms; none 
but the great inimical spirit appears to be des- 
tined to perdition. 

In the sixth <;hapter, verse 4» which treats on 
subjects before the flood, it is said, ** There were 
giants on the earth in those days, and also after 
that.'* When, therefore, after the flood, we find 
in and about the land where Canaan settled, whole 
districts of giants, as the Rephaim, the Anakims, 
and the Emims ; does it not still concur with the 
i^prehension, that they were descended from one 
of those offensive alliances described as producing 
giants ? And this apprehension seems countenanced 
by the command of the Daty given to the Israelites, 
to destroy the Canaauites; according with which 
command, the giants so frequently mentioned in 
Scripture, and by ancient authors, are no more 
found upon the earth ; but they were ever described 
as men of violence, and without principle. Goliath 
was of an idolatrous race, and cursed David by his 
gods. Giants, also, in the Alkoran, are supposed 
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to be genii; which proves that, in remote times, 
they were considered as a peculiar species of the 
human race. 

Much learning has been employed to do away 
the meaning of the word giant ; but why should we 
scruple to conclude, that the words of Sciipture, 
in the various chapters where giants are mentioned, 
really mean what the import of the word is usually 
taken to be, and especially when the context, 
according to the literal sense, bears us out in that 
conclusion ? 

The giants mentioned in the sixth chapter are 
not said to be of immense size, nor is there any 
reason to suppose they were so: but Moses, in 
giving us information concerning a wicked set of 
men, which by intermixture with the people of 
God brought corruption among them, adopts the 
method of relating such characteristical attributes 
of their persons and dispositions, as might, with 
certainty, show that they were a distinct race of 
people; and why should we wish to nullify this 
direct information? There are many vestiges of 
giants mentioned in profane history, and several 
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nations now existing that differ very much in size 
from each other. Modem benevolence has also 
accused the Israelites of unwarrantable cruelty and 
injustice* for conquering and diiving out the 
Canaanites from Palestine, instead of viewing the 
wars of Joshua as acts of obedience to the divine 
command, concerning a most wicked people, some 
of them inhabiting Sodom and Gomorrah. 

In the tenth chapter of Genesis, verses 15, l6, 17, 
and 18, the generations of Canaan are g^ven ; and 
in the latter part of verse J 8, it is said, ** and after- 
wards were the families of the Canaanites spread 
abroad." 

This allows of their migration to Africa, where, 
in the first noted instance of prophetic servitude 
visited upon the Canaanites, we find them left in 
slavery to the Romans, by the sad and acknow" 
ledged fate of Carthage. And, secondly, the long 
continuance of the slave trade need scarcely be 
mentioned, to the readers of Scripture, as a ful- 
filment of Noah's prophecy upon Canaan. Never- 
theless, it ought to be remembered with fear, that 
there were other sons of Ham, who, from Egypt, 
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spread into Africa, and who were not under a 
curse ; so far from it, that when they came forth 
from the ark, they, with Noah, had recdved a 
general blessing, as replenishers of the earth. And 
as we cannot at all distinguish between the de- 
scendants of Canaan, and those of his other African 
brethren, the greater care and humane treatment 
ought to be exercised toward those victims which 
rapacity throws into our hands, lest they may not 
be of the lineage destined to servitude ; and even 
if they were, the Deity, in a somewhat similar case, 
thus forewarns people against taking advantage of 
those who are under his rod. 

Zechariah, chap. i. 15. <' And I am very sore 
displeased with the heathen that are at ease: for 
I was but a little chspleased, and they helped for- 
ward the affliction.'* 

Vengeance is mtn€, saith the Lord; and, in all 
probability^ great woe will be to them who think 
to take it, out of his hands. Cain was under a 
curse ; but the Lord denounced that a seven-fold 
vengeance should be taken on any one who slew 
him. 
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ELEVENTH CHAPTER OF GENESIS. 

1. << And the whole earth was of one language 
and of one speech. 

^. << And it came to pass as thef journeyed from 
the east, that they found a plain in the land of 
Shinar; and they dwelt there. 

3. <<And they said one to another^ Go to^ let 
us make brick, and bum them thoroughly. And 
they had brick for stone, and slime had they for 
mortar. 

4. ^< And they said. Go to, let us build us a city 
and a tower, whose top may reach unto heaven, and 
let us make us a name, lest we be scattered abroad 
upon the face of the whole earth. 

5. ^^And the Lord came down to see the city 
and tower which the children of men builded. 

6. << And the Lord said, Behold, the people is 
one, and they have all one language ; and this they 
begin to do : and now nothing will be restrained 
from them, which they have imagined to do. 
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7. ** Go tOy let us go down, and there confound 
their language, that they may not understand one 
another's speech. 

8. *^ So the Lord scattered them abroad from 
thence upon the face of all the earth : and they left 
off to build the city," 

The will of God, wdl known to Noah, was, tliat 
his family should overspread and replenish the 
earth; therefore, after the offence of Ham, and the 
curse inflicted on his son, it is natural to conclude, 
that as the progeny of Noah^s sons increased, and 
divisions began to be appointed, an earlier sepa^ 
ration would take place in the tribe of Ham, from 
the jurisdiction of Noah, than in any of the other 
tribes. Noah lived three hundred and fifty years 
after the flood, and there is no mention of his name 
in this chapter ; but Nimrod, the grandson of Ham, 
we find in the preceding chapter, built a city in 
this land of Shinar, and was proverbially, like the 
giants of old, a man of renown; and he, according 
to the common apprehension of the context of 
the ninth, tenth, and eleventh chapters, must have 
been originally the chief of his party, who appear 




I 
\ 



61 

to be striving against God ; because, instead of pro^ 
ceeding to overspreaid the earth, as he commanded 
them» they determine to settle in the land of Shinar, 
to make themselves a futmef and to build themselves 
such a tower and city as tiiey might always resort 
tOy. lest they might be spread abroad and scattered 
over the earth* Nothing of this sort of opposition 
to God*s will can be supposed to take place in 
any community led on by righteous Noah, or either 
of his approved sons ; but Ham's grandson, Nimrod, 
whose name in the original language means re- 
belliousy is also described in the tenth chapter by 
those Hebrew words which may be differently in- 
terpretedy and some render them, that he was 
rebellious before the Lord : he therefore was very 
likely to engage in such a scheme, and the context 
seems to bear this out both in respect to himself 
and the whole party called the children of men^ at 
the fifth verse ; as their intentions appear to be so 
offensive to God, that he descends and confounds 
their language, and they left off to build the city, 
and from thence did the lard (what most they 
feared) scatter them abroad upon the face of all the 
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earth. But the name of their tower^ and the name 
of the city which Nimrod built (Babylon), lives 
in profane history to the present day]; and is con- 
tinued all through the Scriptures, down to the Book 
of Revelations, where, in both a retrospective and 
prophetic view, it is thus written^— << Mystery, Ba- 
bylon the Great, the mother of harlots and abo- 
minations of the earth." All history shows that tbe 
idolatries of the East first sprang from Babylon ; 
their god Belus had a long and extensive reign; 
and there is a portion of the fifth chapter of Zecha- 
riah which seems the prototype of the above de- 
claration from the Revelations. 

Zech. chap. v. 5. ** Then the angel that talked 
with me, went forth, and said unto me, Lift up 
now thine eyes, and see what is this that goeth 
forth. 

6. <'And I said, What is it? Andhesud, This 
is an ephah that goeth forth. He said, moreover. 
This is their resemblance through all llie earth. 

7. << And behold, there was lift up a talent of 
lead ; and this is a woman that sitteth in the midst 
of the ephah. 
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8. ^^And he said. This is wickedness; and he 
cast it into the midst of the ephah, and he cast the 
weight of lead upon the mouth thereof. 

9. << Then lift I up mine eyes and looked, and 
behold» there came out two women, and the wind 
was in their wings (for they had wings like the 
wings of a stork), and they lift up the ephah be- 
tween the earth and the heaven. 

10. << Then said I to the angel that talked with 
me. Whither do these bear the epliah ? 

11. « And he said unto me. To build it an house 
in the land of Shinar ; and it shall be established, 
and set there upon her own base." 

This seems to confirm all that Scripture and 
profane history have related concerning the early 
abominations of Babylon ; from whence flowed all 

I 

the first corruptions of the earth after the deluge. 

We next come to Egypt, where Ham, and hife son 
Mizraim's posterity, became great, and the works 
left behind them are of renown, like the works of 
giants; but they knew not the Lord. Exodus, 
chap. v. 3. << And Pharaoh said. Who is the Lord, 
that I should obey his voice to let Israel go? I know 
not the Lord.'* 
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And the radical difference between the Israelites 
and the Egyptians is thus shown at the twenty- 
second and twenty-third verses of the preceding 
(fourth) chapter* ** And thou shalt say unto Pharaoh, 
Thus saith the Lord» Israel is my son, even my 
first-bom : and I say unto thee. Let my son go, 
that he may serve me : and if thou refuse to let 
him go, behold I will slay thy son, even thy first- 
bom.*' 

The words my son, and thy son, from the mouth 
of Grod, prove the original difference between the 
Israelites and the Egyptians, and very mnch &- 
vour the drift of this inquiry concerning different 
seeds upon the earth. In Ezekiel it is said, Egypt 
shall be the basest of the kingdoms ; and is it not at 
this day, in respect to morals, religion, and the 
general subjection of the country, of the basest 
description ? Thus Ham's descendants (including 
those other sons which are said to have spread into 
Africa) appear invariably to have acted either in 
a state of actual defiance, or at least of non-alle- 
giance, to the God of Adam, from the foundation 
of Babel to the present Mahometan and Pagan 
state of the great peninsula of Africa, which chiefly 



65 

contains than ; and has, from its boundaries of the 
sea, kept them in the main from incorporating* 
or mixing upon tetms of equality, with their 
brethren, the descendants of Shem and Japhet, for 

r 

the space of four thousand years from the date of 
Noah*s prophecy. 

The enmity of the Africans, and thdr disposition 
to murder an unprotected Jew or Christian, is well 
known ; but they are fiivourable to Mahometans. 



JSAAC AND JSHMAEL. 

We now come to some remarkg upon tfiote patri^ 
archsy whose character and circumstances are more 
particularly dwelt upon^ than we can suppose the 
concise method of Scripture narration would do» 
unless they were each the fountain head of an im-> 
portant lineage; the progressive state of which was 
meant to be kept in view, till time^ and the expla« 
nations of the New Testament, should prove how 
fraught they originally were with intimations of 
some of the great events which have happened in 
the world* 

Genesis, chap* xxi. 9* ** And Sarah saw the son 
of Hagar the Egyptian, which she had borne unto 
Abraham, mocking* 

10. ** Wherefore she said unto Abraham, Cast 
out this bond-woman and her son : for the sou of 
this bond-woman shall not be heir with my son^ 
even with Isaac* 

ll* ** And the thing was very grievous in Abra« 
hitai's nght, because of his son. 
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^8. ** And God iaid mito Abraham, Let it not . 
be ^evous in thy sight, because of the lad, and 
because of thy bond-woman ; in all that Sarah hath 
said unto ^ee, hearken unto her voice : for in Isattc 
shall thy seed be called. 

13. ** And also of the son of the bond-womahi 
will I make a nation, because he is Ihy seed.** 

Moses has shown that Noah was perfect in his 
generations i and fW>tn Noah*s approved son, Shem, 
Abraham's descent is carefully given ; his promised 
son, Isaac, therefore, by a free^woman, must, ac- 
cording to all that has been shoWn, from both the 
Old Testam^it and the New, be considered a9 one 
of the sons of Gk>d : but Ishmael his brother^ 
although he received a blessing from God, is clearly 
marked as of an inferior nature to Isaac, even in 
the Old Testament,— -First, by his descent on his 
mother's side; secondly, by his own marriage with 
an Egyptian, which still keeps his posterity in the 
line of Ham ; and, thirdly, by the declaration of 
Sarah'; that he should not inherit with her son; 
which declaration must be looked upon as pro^ 
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f>hetidiil in respect- to his po8telrit]r> because it is 
immediatdy approved of by the Lord ; and the 
Subject resumed with confirmation in the Nev^ 
Testament more than a thousand years afterwards^ 

Galatians, chap. iv. 22. << For it is written, that 
Abraham had two sons ; the one by a bond-maid^ 
the other by a free-woman. 

23. ^ But he who was of the bond-woman, was 
born after the flesh : but he of the free-woman was 
by promise. 

28. <<Now we, brethren, as Isaac was, are the 
children of promise. 

29. '* But as then he that was bom aflter the 
€esh persecuted him that was bom after the spirit^ 
feven so it is now." 

At the twenty-third verse, all that has been con- 
jectured concerning a radical difference of origin 
seems confirmed, and Ishmael is declared to be born 
ufter the flesh, while the Jews, the sons of God, are 
recognized as the children of the promise. 

VerBedO. << Nevertheless, what saith the Scrip* 
tur^ ? Cast out the bond-woman and her son : for the 
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ton of the bond-woman shall not be heir with th^ 
son of the free-woman." . 

If Sarah's, declaration that Ishmael should not in- 
herit with Isaac had only appeared in the Old Testa- 
ment, it might have passed as an instance of theself<* 
ishness of a m^other ; but when it is thus resumed in th^ 
New Testament, it assumes a more serious aspect, 
and demands our attention ; for what was in the Old 
Testament called the word of Sarah, is here stated 
to be the word of Scripture ; and the posterity of 
the two brothers bang distinct in the world at this 
day, the fulfilment of Sarah* s prophetic declaration 
concerning them n^y also be distinctly judged of. 
The Jews being still, notwithstanding their de^ 
gradation, in full possession of the covenant of their 
forefathers, while Ishmael's posterity, the Arabians^ 
are more devoid of the power to inherit with them 
than ever, by their adoption of the Mahometan 
religion. And thus are Sarah*s prophetic words 
completed, and the son of the bond-woman is not 
heir with the son of the free-woman. 

And that these two predicted nations should have 
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been so long kept distinct from other nations^ the 
one under dispersion and the other by continuing^ 
undiminished in its primordial station, must have 
been for the purpose of finally manifesting the 
foreknowledge of Scripture by their fulfilments of 
the prophecies tfaerdn related of them. 



JACOB AND fiS^AU. > 

• • ;. . ... 

But quitting for the present the course of Ish- 
mael's posterity seated in Arabia, we must foUow 
that of Isaac in the two branches of Esau and 
Jacob. 

^ - - . I,.. ^ » 

V 

Genesis, chap, xxv* 19*. ^ And ^ese are the ge- 
nerations of Isaac, Abraham's son : Abraham begat 

Isaac* 

* ' ..... , ^ 

. 20. <<And Isaac was forty years old when he 
took Rebekah to wife, the daughter of Bethuel the 
Syrian of Padan-aram, ^e nster to Laban ^e 
Syrian. 

21. << And Isaac intreated ^e Lord for his wife, 
because she was barren : and the Lord was intreated 
of him, and Rebekah his wife conceived. 

22. ** And the children struggled together within 
her; and she said. If it be so, why am I thus? and 
she went to inquire of the Lord. 

23. << And the Lord said unto her. Two nations 
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are in thy womb* and two manner of people shall 
be separated from thy bowels ; and the one people 
shall be stronger than the other people ; and the 
elder shall serve the younger/' 

It must be kept in mind» that this answer from 
the Lord himself was given after the struggle, the 
extraordinary struggle, had taken place. 

Two^io^ion^, and two manner of people ^ that isy 
two nations totally distinct, and as we shall find 
separated by enmity, for ever. 

In Isaac the promised seed was to be called ; 
and it surely has appeared, that both had and 
good seed are in the world ; discrimination is there- 
fore necessary upon this important occasion ; and 
the drcumstances preceding the birth of Esau and 
Jacob are of so extraonUnary a nature, and so 
laid out for observation, that our apprehension is 
immec&tely awakened ; for we cannot suppose that 
the current of Scripture information would be 
arrested in its course to notice the moveikients of 
these children in the womb, unless from that move- 
ment (or dUplacn^)' some alteration in the pri- 
mogenitureship would ensue; and in those days 
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the eldership and birth-right conferred some mystic 
benefits. We may therefore rest assured, that God 
would eventually bestow them where they were ori- 
ginally meant to be given» notwithstanding the 
most cunning devices of Satan, in the struggle to 
displace the promised seed. 

In tlie first instance of good and bad seed, the 
bad seed, Cain, slew the gpood seed, Abel ; and, 
apparently, in this instance, where the promised 
(good) seed (wheat) is sown, a tare is sown beside 
it, and, when full grown, entertains the purpose of 
slatting his hrother^ Jacob. Is not this enumty 
between the two seeds ? 

The Lord hated Esau from the womb to the 

"s 

time that his posterity became a nation, but a 
nation against whom the Lord hath indignation 
fbr ever* 

Malachi, chap. i. 1. << The burden of the word 
of the Lord to Israel by Malachi; 

2. << I have loved you, saith the Lord : yet ye say. 
Wherein hast thou loved us ? Was not Esau Jacob*s 
brother ? saith the Lord : yet I loved Jacob, 



74 

' , 3. << And I hated Esau, and laid his mountain* 
and his heritage waste for the dragons of the wil<- 
derness. 

4. ** Whereas Edom saith. We are impoverished, 
but we will return and build. the desolate places; 
thus saith the Lord of hosts. They shall build, but 
I will ^row down ; and they shall call them. The 
border of wickedness, and. The people against 
whom the Lord hath indignation for ever. 

5. ** And your eyes shall see, and ye shall 8ay» 
The Lord will be magnified from the border. of 
Israel." 

Genesis, chap. xxv. 24. ** And when her days 
to be delivered were fulfilled, bdiold,. there were^ 
twins in her womb. 

, 25m ** And the first came out red* all over like 
an hairy garment; and they called his name 
Esau. 

. 26. ** And after that came his brother out, and 
his hand took hold on Esau*s heel : and his liame 
was called Jacob : and Isaac was threescore yeara 
old when she bare them/* 
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The Dation of Jacob has been the chief subject 
of prophecy, and under the observation of all 
cirilized people for some thousand years ; and to 
show that Esau and his nation are also of im» 
portance, and especially to be held in remembrancey 
we are no less than five times warned in one chapter, 
(Genesis xxxvi.) that Esau is Edanh and the lather 
of the Edamites ; and tliis was necessary, as several 
of the prophets did not begin to prophesy con- 
cerning £sau*s posterity 9 till above a thousand years 
after his personal appearance upon earth ; so that 
without this remarkable repetition, and strict 
evidence, the identity of Esau*s ^descendants might 
have been disputed in the prototypes of the pro- 
phecies relating to the latter times ; and the more 
esjiecially as it will appear that his posterity, power, 
or nation, will at times be obscured from the obser- 
vation of the world. 

Genesis, chap, xxxvi. I. << Now these are the 
generations of Esau, who is Edom. 

8. ** Thus dwelt Esau in mount Sdr. Esau is 
Edom. 
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d» *< And these are the generations of Esau, the 
father of the Edomites, in mount Seir. 

19* ** These are the sons of Esau, who is Edom* 
and these are iheiT dukes. 

43. ** Duke Magdiel, duke Iram : these be 
the dukes of Edom according to their habitations 
in the land of their possession : he is Esau, the 
Either of the Edomites," 

But we must return to chapter xxv. : and the 
elder shall serve the ytmnger; which is still very 
remarkable, because the birth-right would then be 
in the bands of the ope which was to serve ; this is 
aJB yet inexplicable, because in those days the birth* 
right was considered ** as an holy thing, not only 
because the priesthood was annexed to it, but also 
because it was a privilege leading to Christ, and 
a type of his title to the heavenly inheritance.!* 
It was therefore an object of great consequence ; 
and from the recorded struggle in the womb, and 
the subsequent circumstance of Jacob's laying^ 
hold of Esau's heel in the birth, we may con* 
ceive that Jacob then laid claim to the primo- 
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genial state» which the predicted strength of 
Esau had, in' the struggle in the womb, displaced 
him from. Esau was bom red, a colour never 
characteristic of innocence in the Scriptures, . but^ 
on the contrary, emblematic of the deepest sinf 
and this colour is farther attached to him by different 
means, as will appear. 

27* " And the boys grew : and Esau was a cunning 
hunter, a man of the field; and Jacob was a plain 
man, dwelling in tents* 

28. ** And Isaac loved Esau, because he did eat 
of his venison; but Rebekah loved Jacob* 

39* "And Jacob sod pottage: and Esau came 
from the field, and he was faint. 

30. << And Esau said to Jacob, Feed me, I pray 
thee, with that same red pottage ; for I am faint : 
therefore was his name called Edom [that is, red]* 

31. ** And Jacob said. Sell me this day thy birth-r 
right. 

32* <* And Esau said. Behold, I am at the point 
to die; and what profit shall this birth-right do 
to me? 
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33. *<Anci Jacob said. Swear to me this day; 
and he sware unto him : and he sold-tiis birth-rigfat 
unto Jacob. 

34. ** Then Jacob gave Esau bread and pottag^ 
of lentiles; and he did eat and drink, and rose 
up, and went his way* Thus Esau despised his 
birth^right" 

In this manner did Esau acquire the branding^ 
name of Edonh or red, by eating that same red 
pottage for which he sold his birth-right, confirm- 
ing it wi^ an oath ; and thus Jacob ather gained, 
or regained, the birth-right: but independently of 
*aU inference, Jacob evidently prized the biirth-righty 
and Esau, according to Scripture mention, despiseii 
it ; that which led to Christ waa despised by him ; 
and the New Testamait corroborates this by calling* 
him the pro&ne Esau. Nor do we hear of any 
instance of his piety; on the contrary, when he sold 
his birth-right, he did eat, and dnnk, and got up, 
and went his way, without expressing*^ any regret at 
having parted with it; and at the thirty-fourth 
verse of the twenty-sixth chapter, it will be found 
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that he took two wives irom the forbidden rftce> 
verse 35. ** which were a grief of mind unto Isaac 
apd to Rebekah.*' 

We know not the extent of Rebekah's information 
when she went to inquire of the Lord, nor the 
result of her own reflections upon the extraordmary 
struggle in the womb, and the peculiar circum- 
stances attending the birth of these children ; but 
by her subsequent conduct in resolutely excluding 
Esau from his father*^s prime blessing, and saying 
fearlessly to Jacob, when he remonstrated, << Upon 
me be the curse (which you apprehend) — my son, 
only obey my voice,'* did she not prove that she 
knew Esau was not eligible to receive the prime 
blessing ? For we cannot suppose that a woman 
of an approved race, and so far pointeii out as the 
destined wife of Isaac, by divine interference, that 
the sworn servant of Abraham, when he saw it^ 
bowed his head and worshipped the Lord — ^we cannot 
surely suppose that such a woman, aiid one ^Iso 
that had received an answer from the Lord con* 
eeming these children, would practise unauthorised 
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duplicity in order to divert the prime blessing 
from the person, to whom, in the usual course of 
things, it would have belonged. 

In respect to Isaac's dereliction, it must be re- 
collected that he was so old that he could not see; 
he therefore, from the infirmities of age, forgetful*- 
ness, or undue partiality, or even from ignorance 
of the existing circumstances, might err in his choice 
of tlie person on whom to bestow the blessing; 
but in the fortieth verse it is shown that upon coH'* 
sideration he chose to confirm what he had done. 

Genesis, chap, xxvii. 14. ** And he went, and 
fetched) and brought them to his mother : and his 
mother made savoury meat such as his father loved« 

25. ** And he said. Bring it near to me, and I 
will eat of my son's venison, that my soul may- 
bless thee. And he brought it near to him, and 
he did eat : and he brought him wine, and he drank. 

26. ** And his father Isaac said unto him. Come 
near now, and kiss me, my son. 

27 << And he came near, and kissed him : and he 
•melled the smell of his raiment, and blessed him^ 
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and said, See, the smell of my son is as the smell 
of a field, which the Lord hath blessed. 

28. " Therefore God grive thee of the dew of 
heaven, and the fatness of the earth, and plenty of 
corn and wine. 

29. ** Let people serve thee, and nations bow 
down to thee ; be lord over thy brethren, and let 
thy mother's sons bow down to thee : cursed be 
every one that curseth thee, and blessed be he that 
blesseth thee. 

SO. *^ And it came to pass, as soon as Isaac had 
made an end of blessing Jacob, and Jacob was 
yet scarce gone out from the presence of Isaac his 
father, that Esau his brother came in from his 
hunting. 

3L <<And he also had made savoury meat, and 
brought it unto his father ; and said unto his father. 
Let my father arise, and eat of his son's venison, 
that thy soul may bless me. 

32. *< And Isaac his father said unto him. Who 
art thou ? And he said, I am thy son, thy first- 
born Esau. 

33. << And Isaac trembled very exceedingly, and 

G 
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Mudy Whoy where is he that hath takeD vetuson, and 
brought it me» and I have eaten of all before thou 
earnest, and hare blessed him? yea> and he shall 
be blessed. 

34. ** And when Esau heard the words of his 
ikther, he cried with a great and exceeding bitter 
cry, and sud unto his &ther> Bless me, even me 
also, O my father.** 

We are at first inclined to pity Esau, when w^ 
read of his exceeding bitter cry ; but that, when we 
consider the context, could only have been excited 
by sorrow for the loss of pre-eminence which th6 
blessing might have given him. 

37. *^ And Isaac answered and said unto Esau, 
Behold, I have made him thy lord, and all hid 
brethren have I given to him for servants: and 
with com and wine have I sustained him : and what 
shall I do now unto thee, my son ? 

38. <^ And Esau said unto his fetfaer. Hast thou 
but one blessing, my iatber? bless me, even me 
ulso, O my father. And Esau lift up his voice, 
and wept. 

39. ^* And Isaac his father answered, and said 
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nato km 9 Behold, thy dwelling shftll be the fatness 
of the earth, and of the dew of heaven from abo^e. 

40. << And bf thy sword shalt thou live, and sbalt 
serve thy brother : and it shall come to pass when 
tfaou ^alt have the dominion^ that thou shidt break 
kis yoke fi'om off thy neck. 

41. << And Esau hated Jacob because of the 
blessing wherewith his &ther blessed him: and 
Esau said in his heart. The days of mourning for 
my father are at hand, then will I slay my brothor 
Jacob. 

43. *' And these words of Esau her elder son 
were told to Rebekaih : and she sent and called Jacob 
her y«ounger sen, and said unto him. Behold, thy 
brother Esam, as touching thee, doth comfort him- 
self, purposing to kUl thee. 

43. ** Now tiierefore> my son* obey my voice: 
and arise, A^thou to Labanmybrother^toHunn. 

44. ** And tarry with him a few days, until thy 
facother*s fury turn away ; 

45. ** Until thy brother's anger turn away from 

§ 

tbee, and be forget that which thou hast done to 
ham : then I wiU tend and fetch thee from tbenceb 

o3 
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Why should I be deprived also of you both in one 
day? 

46. « And Rebekah said to Isaac, I am weary of 
my life, because of the daughters of Heth : if Jacob 
take a wife of the daughters of Heth, such as these 
which are of the daughters of the land, what good 
shall my life do. me ?" 

These daughters of the land, it must be remem- 
bered, were descended from Canaan, who lay under 
a curse, and into whose line Esau had disobediently 
married, to the grief of his father and mother. 

In some respects, the separate blessings bestowed 
upon the two brothers, resemble each other. The 
fatness of the earth, and the dew of heaven, arie 
alike afforded to each ; but the exceeding trembling 
of Isaac, when he knew not to whom he might have 
given the first blessing, proved that he considered it 
as of great importance. Com and wine do not seem 
things of any particular consequence in Jacobus 
blessing. Yet when Isaac recapitulates the blessing 
to Esau, he does not omit them, as if they were of 
minor consideration, but says, "With com and 
wine have I sustained him, and what shall 1 do now 
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unto thee, ray son ?" The corn and wine, therefore, 
must be held in remembrance ; and the more espe- 
cially, as Jacob, in the future blessing he gives to 
his son Judah, adverts to wine as a part of his 
portion ; and our Saviour and the Jewish nation 
are in several parts of Scripture prefigured by the 
vine. When the harvest of the earth is reaped, in 
the fourteenth chapter of Revelations, the reaping 
of the earth, and gathering of the vine of the earth, 
are each performed by a different angel: and as 
these two ingatherings are distinct, so, we must 
infer, are the people to whom they relate. 

Genesis, chap, xxviii. 1. ** And Isaac called Jacob, 
and blessed him, and charged him, and said unto 
him, Thou shalt not take a wife of the daughters 
of Canaan. 

2. *< Arise, go to Padan-aram, to the house of 
Bethuel thy mother's father, and take thee u wife 
from thence of the daughters of Laban, thy mother^s 
brother. 

3. <<And God Almighty bless thee, and make 
thee fruitful, and multiply thee, that thou mayest 
be a multitude of people; 
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4. ^And give thee tbe blessing of Abraham^ to 
thee, and to thy seed with thee; that thou may eat 
inherit the land wherein thou art a stFanger, which 
Grod gave unto Abfaham. 

6* ** And Isaac sent away Jacob; and he w^it to 
PMkn-anun, unto Laban» son of Bethuel the Sy<* 
rian, the brother of Rebekah, Jacob's and JBsau's 
mother. 

6. « When Esau saw that Isaac had blessed 
Jacob, and sent him away to Padan-arams to take 
him a wife from thence; and that, as he blessed 
him, he gave him a charge, saying. Thou shalt 
not take a wife^ of the daughters of Canaan ; 

7* " And that Jacob obeyed his fether and bm 
mother, and was gone to Padan-aram; 

8. ** And Esau seeing that the daughters of 
Canaan pleased not Isaac his father; 

g, « Then went Esau unto Ishmael, and took 
unto the wives which he had, Mahalath the daughter 
of Ishmael, Abraham's son, the sister of Nebajoth^ 
to be his wife.*' 

Thus Esau is shown to be incorporated with 
Ishmael, who, though blessed of God as a great 
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nation, ba^ been carefully noted as born after the 
fleshy and who manied into the line of Hum. Car^ 
also is taken to mark to us the different prin- 
ciples upon which the two brothers contracted 
their very different alliances ; Jacob from pure obe^ 
dience, and Esau from grievous disobedience* 19 
the two first instances ; but when he saw that Jacob 
was approved of by his parents because he took 
not of the Canaanitish women, he, in order to obtain 
some share of approbation, took another wife, but 
even she was not within the line of the heavenly in- 
heritance ; from which we may infer, that there was 
a positive bar against it. 

This third wife was Mahalath the daughter of 
Ishmael, whom Sarah had declared should not in- 
herit with Isaac. All Esau^s wives are thus shown 
to be without the pale of the heavenly inheritance, 
and upon what account can we suppose that Scrip- 
ture would be so particular ' in mentioning who 
£lsau*s three wives were, unless it was at the same 
time to denote in what line his posterity was to be 
considered. 

This daughter of Ishmael is also twice mentioned 
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as the sister of Nebajoth, Ishmael's eldest son ; 
which peculiarity of twice adverting to her brother'* 
name, may be a leading intimation of what is most 
probable, that Esau's descendants by her might, 
by way of distinguishing them from his descendants 
by his other wives, be termed Nabatkeans. The 
mountains of Seir traversed a part of Arabia, and 
from thence might £sau*s descendants by Neba- 
joth's sister have spread into the interior of that 
country under the name of Nabatheans, while 
losing their own as Edomites ; and it is certain, that 
in the early part of the Christian era the Edonotites 
began to be forgotten as a people, and also that se- 
veral tiibes in Arabia were known to history under 
the denomination of Nabatheans ; for we should not 
be justified in concluding that Esau's posterity 
really was extinct, when almost all the prophets 
treat of Edom as existing in the last times. 

As far back as profane history reaches, the Arabians 
and the Edomites have been known as Pagans and 
idolaters, and in the Scriptures, Ishmael is marked 
as born after the fiesh, and a persecutor ; and Esau 
is the hated, the profane Esau, and Edom, against 
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whom the Lord hath indignation for ever. On 
what account then cian we conceive that the junction 
of two such families as those of Ibhmael and Esau 
should be so minutely recorded in the early pro- 
phecies of Scri|)ture9 unless it was for the especial 
purpose of exciting our attention, and warning us 
that the coalescement was of a portentous nature, and 
pregnant with future consequences to the world; 
and as the New Testament resumes the subject 
with elucidations, it is natural to conclude that their 
descendants are actors in the predicted warfare of 
the Christian period. IshmaePs descendants have 
been obvious in Arabia to this day; and the chief 
of the * prophets show, that Esau or Edom will 
reach down to, and be in action in the last times. 

But in taking up the course of Esau from the be- 
ginning, it will be necessary to examine his blessing, 
to see whether, &om the intimations given there, we 
cannot find some cortesponding traces of him in the 
world, both before and after he became obscured 
under that veil, which is acknowledged to exist when 

* Iittiah, Jeremiah, Esekiel, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, and 
Malaclii. 
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it 18 saidy ** How are the things of Esau searched out ; 
how are his hidden things sought up.*' And in 
Jeremiah, chap. xlix. 10. <* But I hare made £saa 
bare. I have uncorered his secret places* and he 
shall not be able to hide himself." 

Before the second century Esau had vanished from 
Mount Seir and Idumia, and he is in Psalm xxxyiii. 
classed with the Ishmaelites, with whom he had inter- 
married; and as the lapse of many centuries had 
given time to his descendants by Ishmael's daughter 
to pervade the interior of Arabia, possibly under 
the name of Nabatheans, may it not be useful to 
observe upon IshmaePs blessing as well as upon 
Esau's, in order to see whether, in the leading 
features of each, we may not find prototypes of all 
the great events which have hitherto taken place iq 
Arabia, but which have never been recognised 83 
fulfilments of the intimations in Esau's blessing, 
because it was never adverted to, that he was vir- 
tually in that country ; and in vain did commentators 
search in Ishmael's blessing for hints of the great 
dominion^ which, under the Saracens, so notonously 
arose in Arabia. 
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Id hb blessing, Ishmael is to be an arckeff wad 
a wild many and to become a great nation; but 
his twelye princes denote only paltry states, and 
such (exclusiye of the transitory dominion of the 
Saracens) has generally been the state of Arabia. 
Butto Esau itis said in his blessing, << By thy noord 
shalt thou lire, and shalt serve thy brother ; and it 
shall come to pass, that when thou shalt have the 
dominion> thou. shalt break his yoke from off thy 
neck**' In the first instance^ Esau acquired the 
mountains of S^ by the sword, and his descendants, 
tlie Idumeans, were decidedly of a military character, 
and served the Israelites as auxiliary troops. But 
as Obadiah states, they were in thm first stage 
mmulU amomg the Heathen ; they had then no pre* 
tence to a dominion ; and so fiur were they from 
breaking Jacob's yoke from off their necks in the 
character of Idumeans, that in the time of Darid, 
king of Israel, *^ He put garrisons in Edom; 
throughout all Edom put he garrisons; and all they 
of Edom became David's servants." S2 Sam. viii. 1 4. 

Is not this Esau <* serving his brother Jacob, or 
the elder serving the younger?" 
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' But afterwards the posterity of Esau receded 
from their native scenes, and their very name, as 
before observed, was forgotten in the first centuries 
of the Christan era; nor is even the site of their an- 
cient capital Petra at present known, unless it proves 
that the very remarkable scene of ruins discovered 
by Burkhantd in his travels through Syria, are the 
remains of that city. But soon after the descendants 
of Esau ceased to be noted in their own country, 
there was seen rising in the adjoining land (a country 
marked out by Scripture as the station of Ishmael 
and Esau's posterity) a religious power, at once 
WARLIKE, PROFANE, and PERSECUTING, the three 
branding marks of Ishmael and Esau, and this 
power became a great dommion ; but it was transi- 
tory, and the dominion promised to Esau in his 
blessing must necessarily mean a transient dominion, 
because the prime blessing of Isaac had made 
Jacob lord over him, and the tenour or run of 
the words denote that the dominion was an adven- 
titious circumstance : ** It shall come to pass, that 
WHEN thou shalt have the dominion : '* the word 
when shows that the dominion was an adventitious 
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event. And during the Mahometan dominion there 
certainly was no yoke of the Jews left on any of 
the inhabitants of Arabia. Both Ishmael and Esau 
had been excluded from the heavenly inheritance^ 
the one by Siurah^s approved denunciation, and the 
other by the sale of his birthright, and also by the 
authority of his mother, Rebekah; an authority 
certainly sanctioned to our apprehension by the 
example of Sarah*s approved authority over the 
succession of her son. These two Arabian patri- 
archs were therefore both inimical to the true in- 
heritors. Ishmael was shown to be mocking from 
the fir^t, and is in the New Testament said to be 
a persecutor of those born of the promise. — Ga- 
latians, iv. 29. * 

And Esau (Genesis xxviii. 41.) hated his brother 
Jacob, and purposed in his heart to slay him at 
some distant period. But as neither Ishmael nor 
Esau appears to have hurt either Isaac or Jacob, 
during the term of their own natural lives, it is 
in the future deeds of their disappointed progeny 
that we must look for the fulfilment of their perse-" 
cution and hatred; and in the sixth century, by 



94 

means of the forgeries of the self-coDstituted prof^iet 
of Arabia. The tahermacks oi Edom mtd the Iwh^ 
maeUUs were enabled, swori in hand, to deny in 
part the authenticity of God's ancieot covenant 
with his chosen people the Jews; and also in pkrt, 
that of the new covenant of his Son with the 
Christians. Assuming to themselves the superioritjr, 
and thus claiming to be the irue herk^frs, they en^ 
^eavonred to set aside both the Old and the New 
Testament of God, and the blessings of Abntem 
•and Isaac thar natural fathers, and enforced ihm 
pretensions with the sword and persecution ftxnn 
the very beginning, when Mahomet himsdf, ac- 
cording to Mr. Gibbon, bdield «even fanndred 
Jews descend alive into the grave which he had 
prepared for them, because they refused to relin- 
4]ui8h their authentic covenant, and thereby sntho^ 
rise his forgeries. 

And we further find, from Mr. Gibbon, that the 
^obstinacy of their refusal converted his (Maho- 
met's) fnendship into implacable Aofr^, with which 
he pursued that unfortunate people to the hcrt 
moment of his life, and in the double character tt£ 
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tn apostle and a conqueror, his pbrsecution was 
extended to both worlds." — ^Gibbon, vol. ix. p. 303. 

It is surdj remarkable that such a man as Mr. 
Gibbon should hare, upon this occcasion, made 
use of the word persecution, the very term by which 
the New Testament designates the conduct of Ish- 
mael, the progenitor of the Arabians, in the epistle 
to the Galatians: ** But as then he that was bom 
after the flesh persecuted him that was bom after 
the spirit, even so it is now.'* 

In the Old Testament, Ishmael*8 descendants are 
marked as archers^ and in Jacob's blessing to 
Joseph, he says, at the twenty-third verse, ** The 
ARCHERS have sordy grieved him, and shot at him, 
and hated lum.'* 

The records of history show how truly this was 
fulfilled by the Saaracens. 

But when we only conader the one terrific in- 
stance of burning alive seven hundred true Israelites 
because they would not desert their fathers'* cove- 
nant, does it not, according to the purpose of remote 
fulfilments, unavoidably remind us of the old hatreds 
and the purpose of Esau to slay Jacob when his 
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father should be dead ? And is not the persecuting 
spirit evinced to this day in the disdainful ber 
haviour of every Mahometan to both Jews and 
Christians? The common term for the latter is 
Christian dog. 

Ify upon research, it is found to be probable 
that the martial spirit of Esau, operating in the 
Nabathean division of his descendants, was the 
spring of that warlike disposition which suddenly 
arose in Arabia, and produced the Saracenic con- 
quests in the seventh and eighth centuries; shall 
we not see the fulfilment of the sword and the 
dominion given to Esau in Isaac's blessing, some 
thousand years before? And, by contrasting the 
two blessings, we find that Esau has a sword, 
but no winef atid Jacob has winCf but no sword ; 
in accordance with which, at this day, the Israelites 
decidedly have no sword, and the Mahometans 
decidedly have no wine, being by fundamental 
law prohibited from using it. And surely that 
remarkable avoidance of wine in the Mahometan 
code, will, if we proceed under the apprehension 
that Esau was incorporated in Arabia, clearly show 



his necessary obedience to the original mandate ^ 
Isaac ; whoy after telling him Ihlit he had inftd^ 
Jacob lord over luniy proceeds to say )h&t he hsid 
also sustained Jacob with corn and wibe; attd 
as if this comprised all that was tho^t e^lteAtialt 
adds pathetically, *< And what can I do how lihto 
thee, my son ?" The com and wine are, th^^6re» 
as to the mode in which Isaac meant to confer 
them, really given away from Esau; and we 
must conclude that his post^ty cannot be sustained 
by them in the same especial manner in which 
Jacob's posterity can ; and that com and wine 
were bestowed upon Jacob*B posterity in an es- 
pecial, or mysHcy manner, is evident from the cer- 
tainty, that the dew of heaneni and the ftOness ot 
the earth, which Isaac had alike conferred upon the 
brothers, would in a common way afford it to each. 

We have then to seek among the remote fulfil- 
ments for some statements, to dhoW that Isaac'^s 
blessing did eventually confer the ^m and wine in 
an especial, or exclusive manner, upon Jdcob^s 
posterity* 

It is distinctly shoXvn in Scripture, that I^mael 
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was born of the flesh; and also distinctly that 
Esau was obnoxious to God : he, therefore, could 
not be the promised seed which was to be bom of 
Isaac. Jacob then must either be the promised 
seed, or one spiritually bom, from whom the pro- 
mised seed might descend ; and one born of the 
spirit ban be spiritually sustained as well as bodily. 
When then we find, that upon the miraculous 
deliverance of the posterity of Jacob from the 
bondage of Egypt, they were instructed, and en- 
joined, by the divine word, to commemorate for 
ever their escape,^ by the feast of unleavened bread 
and the drink offering of wine ; do we not per^ye 
in that ordinance a remote fulfilment of the mystic 
blessing of Isaac, when he exclusively endowed 
Jacob's posterity with what he termed the sustenance 
of com jand wine ? And the ceremony of takings 
them at the appointed times has ever since ce- 
mented that people, and distinguished them from, 
all other nations, and no doubt mystically sustcdns 
them ; and, as if in continuation of that divine ordi- 
nance, when our Saviour, who was descended in per- 
fect generations from Isaac, dispensed a somewhat 
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new covenant from the bosom of the old one-^he^ 
as if in lineal succession, ordained likewise a sacra- 
mental memento like unto it, of br^ad and wine;' 
by which we of the new covenant might also for 
ever commemorate his glorious death, and our de-> 
liverance thereby from the^ bondage of sin^ And 
although the new covenant is as yet more generally 
accepted of by Gentiles than Jews, it still holds 
the purport of Isaac's blessing to Jacob in the 
elements of bread and wine; because when the 
fulness of the Gentiles is come in, and the blindness 
of the Jews removed, they will, upon accepting 
the new covenant, and taking the Lord's supper, 
perceive that it is but a slightly varied continuation 
of their own feast of unleavened bread, and the 
drink offering of wine ; and in which there is pro- 
bably that hidden mannai promised to him that 
overcometh, that is, to him that receiveth worthily. 
But THIS bread and wine the Mahometan cannot 
taste, or be sustained by, having renounced all 
allegiance to either of the covenants of the revealed 
God of Abraham. The Mahometan, therefore, 
cannot be nourished, or sustained by those ordi- 
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nances which conferred the predicted bread and 
wine upon Jacob* And thus do the posterities of 
Ishmael and Esau remain beyond the pale of the 
inheritanccy which Sarah originally declared that 
Ishmael should do> and which Rebekah after* 
wards prevented £sau from obtaining : while we 
of the new covenant, instructed by our Lord himi* 
self; pray daily for bread. 



\ 



LATER FB0PIIB€1SS RSSPBCTING SDOM. 

The whole chapter of Obadiah treats upon the 
subject of Edom and his confederacy, describing it 
apparently in the different stages of its course. 

First, in the second verse, as '< small among the 
heathen ; thou art greatly despised." Then in the 
third verse, giving intimations of a dominion which 
<< the Lord will bring down ;*' adding, at the sixth 
verse, the following corroboration of Jeremiah*s in- 
formation concerning the future discoveries to be 
made in respect to Esau, « How are the things of 
Esau searched out! how are his hidden things 
sought up!" And the last verse of this explicit 
chapter says, " And saviours shall come up on 
Mount Zion to judge the mount of Esau; and the 
kingdom shall be the Lord's." , 

The fourteenth verse of the thirty-fifth chapter 
of Ezekiel also, when addressing Mount Seir, ap- 
parently alludes to the end of the world, as thus : 
" When the whole earth rejoiceth> I will make 
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thee desolate.*' There are mauy other passages in 
the Old Testament to the same purport ; and the 
New Testament confirms, that a man of sin will be 
revealed in the last days. 2 Thess. ii. 3. << Let no 
man deceive you by any means ; for that day shall 
not come, except there come a fetlling away first, 
and that man of sin be revealed, the son of per- 
dition/' 

This revealing seems to answer to the previous 
declaration in the Old Testament, where it is said, 
that Esau shall be made so bare that he shall not 
be able to hide himself. And all doubt of his 
identity as Edom is, as before-mentioned, provided 
against in the thirty-sixth chapter of Genesis. And 
as the chief of the prophets show that Edom will 
be dealt with in the last days, we may with reason 
carry our inquiries down towards that time. What 
follows, it is to be observed, is merely inquiry and 
points left for observations : we should, moreover, 
always keep in mind, that Esau's branding colour 
is red. 

In the seventeenth chapter of Revelations there 
is mention of a beast of a scarlet colour, full of 
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names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten 
horns : it is cailied the beast, which tons, and t^ 7U>t, 
and yet is. It is then shown, in the next chapter, 
that the woman, or corrupt city, which sits upon 
the beast, is a maritime city, which finally is to be 
destroyed in the sight of merchants, and mariners, 
and all the company in slups. No city seated on 
seven hills is so liable to be viewed in the hour 
of destruction by merchants, sailors, and ship- 
masters, as Constantinople, where the Mahometan 
power is seated in more haughty and cruel state 
than in any other. And in the native language 
of her country, the name of Mahomet affords 
the number of the beast (of the thirteenth chapter 
of Revelations) which represented a great dominion^ 
that once comprised parts of all the empires wHch 
had been partially subdued by the Saracens. 

. The beast had ten horns ; it was like unto a 
leopard, and his feet were as the feet of a bear, 
and his mouth was as the mouth of a lion, and his 
number was the number of a man, and his number 
is 666* Mahomet* when written in Greek (Moametis) 
contains the number 666» 
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Thus it would evidently appear, that thepe have 
been, and are two distinct seeds upon earth» of 
totally different and opposite characters, the seed of 
the woman and the seed of the serpent ; and that 
the rise and progress of the Mahometan religion is 
the great manifestation of the latter ; a religion, of 
which the downfall is predicted in Scripture, and ' 
whose end appears to be now fast approaching. 



THE END. 
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